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Belly: ‘Transatlantic Consensus’ on Major NATO 
) 
BR0203 163095 Madrid ABC in Spanish 2 Mar 95 p 35 


[Commentary by Valenti Puig: “Claes Vulnerable”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Belgian peculiarity has its 
excessive weight in the European Union [EU] and in the 
offices of NATO, with the current aggravating circum- 
stance of the illegal commissions of the Augusta affair— 
the purchase of military helicopters from Italy—which to 
some extent ostracize both the Brussels government and 
Belgium's Willy Claes, currently NATO secretary general 
and formerly economy minister. Among the allies, Claes is 
confirmed in his post, but, behind the scenes, there could 
be support for the Netherlands’ clearly anti-Claes stance, 
even if it is only to make up now for the derailing of the 
Netherlands’ Ruud Lubbers as a candidate for presiding 
over the European Commission, and then for running 
NATO. In proof of pro-European fraternity, there is no 
caution for the Dutch when it comes to highlighting the 
current NATO secretary general’s “vulnerability.” 


Now that the annoyance of some North African capitals 
at the formulation of NATO’s Mediterranean policy has 
been alleviated, Central Europe and the Maghreb itself 
are the Atlantic alliance’s priority, as they are of the EU’s 
security policy. “NATO's enlargement should be 
regarded as the expansion of a community of values, not 
as an exclusion exercise,” Claes has written. The aim is 
not to annoy Russia too much without having to yield 
more than is necessary, so that the Central European 
countries (and the Baltic republics in due course) will 
become finally rooted in the West. 


We are perhaps witnessing the enunciation of a new 
transatlantic consensus whose U.S. embryo would not be 
as isolationist as those who criticize the Republican 
“Contract with America” initiative assume. In fact, a 
reconsideration of the United Nations, to the benefit of 
an Atlantic alliance supported by its achievements, is 
being postulated. For the new Republican majority, the 
alternative—the WALL STREET JOURNAL has said— 
is to strengthen NATO, with a mandate for peacekeeping 
missions and expansion in Central Europe. 


Since the record of the UN intervention in Somalia has 
been one of sheer humiliation, with a return to chaos as 
soon as the last blue helmet turns his back on the tribal 
barbarism, any new hypothesis about the UN rosie in 
peacekeeping operations will not be accepted biindly, as 
in that hopeful stage of the new world order. Over and 
above Willy Claes’ vulnerability, it is becoming NATO's 
time again. 


Claes Not Planning To Resign From NATO Post 
AU0303082895 Paris AFP in English 0123 GMT 
3 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ottawa, March 2 (AFP)— 
NATO Secretary General Willy Claes insisted Thursday 
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that he had no plans to resign despite his possible links to 
an arms purchasing scandal in his native Belgium. 


After spending a day refusing to answer reporters’ ques- 
tions on his role in the alleged Agusta arms bribery 
scandal, Claes told Canadian television that he had 
nothing to hide. 


In an interview with Radio Canada’s Le Point program, 
Claes was asked specifically if he had any plans to resign 
or step aside while an inquiry continued. 


The secretary general replied: “I have absolutely no 
intention of doing that.” 


He pointed out that it was he who had requested ta 
appear earlier this week before the examining magistrate 
probing whether Italian helicopter manufacturer Agusta 
had paid off the Belgian socialist parties, of which Claes 
was the leader of the Flemish wing, in return for an 
agreement for a 225-million dollar sale of Agusta heli- 
copters to the Belgian Army. 


At the time, Claes was also Belgium’s economics min- 
ister. 


Insisting he wanted the whole affair cleared up, Claes 
told Le Point: “I ask just one thing: I ask for the truth.” 


Following the arrest Tuesday of Claes’ former chief of 
staff in the corruption inquiry, Belgian newspapers said 
the NATO boss should step down. 


And a senior German defence spokesman, Juergen Kop- 
pelin, said the alliance could “not afford to have a 
secretary general who is under suspicion.” 


suatest Group Discusses French Summit Plan in 
$ 


AU0303082495 Paris AFP in English 2350 GMT 
2 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, March 3 (AFP)}—Experts 
from the five-nation contact group on ex-Yugoslavia 
held a five-hour meeting here Thursday evening to 
discuss progress on a French initiative to mount a 
Yugoslav summit. 


The French Foreign Ministry refused to make any com- 
ment on the closed-door meeting of officials from 
Britain, France, Germany, Russia and the United States. 


Earlier ministry spokesman Richard Duque said they 
would assess talks with the various parties involved 
towards implementing the French plan, following a 
meeting between contact group representatives and Ser- 
bian President Slobodan Milosevic in Belgrade 
Wednesday for the second time in a week. 


Informed sources spoke of a “very smal! opening” by 
Belgrade towards the idea of a summit of the presidents 
of Serbia, Bosnia and Croatia to consider notably the 
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possibility of suspending sanctions against Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro in exchange for mutual recognition by the three. 
Publicly the initiative has so far been outrightly rejected 
by Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic, who said it 
would be a “waste of time.” Milosevic wants sanctions 
lifted first, with recognition to come later. 


Butrus-Ghali Not Ruling Out Return to Somalia 


AU0203160095 Vienna NEWS in German 2 Mar 95 
p 64 


{Interview with UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali by an unidentified NEWS journalist during a news 
conference after the meeting with Austrian President 
Thomas Klestil in Vienna on 27 February: “Vienna UN 
Seat To Be Expanded” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [NEWS] The United Nations has 
many problems. What could the United Nations look 
like in the year 2000? 


[Butrus-Ghali] We need a complete restructuring of the 
entire apparatus, including the World Bank. As a result 
of the end of the Cold War, its tasks have changed all at 
once. The conference in Vienna serves as a forum to 
newly define the UN tasks. We need stimuli for thoughts 
regarding environment, social and economic policy, and 
human rights. 


[NEWS] The mission in Somalia has just been concluded 
with little success. What are the consequences of the 
failure? 
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[Butrus-Ghali] We are not completely withdrawing from 
Somalia; the diplomatic and humanitarian presence 
remains. Nor can we rule out that we may send blue- 
helmet soldiers back to Somalia. This was the case in 
Angola. There, too, we withdrew when we had not been 
successful. When the cease-fire agreements were on the 
table, we returned. Apart from that, the public should 
not constantly make the mistake of seeing the blue- 
helmet missions as the only thing the United Nations is 
doing. Blue-helmet missions are 20 percent of our 
work—maximum—but they yield 100 percent in pub- 
licity. This distorts reality. 


[NEWS] The United Nations ts considered to be leaning 
toward New York. Which role will Vienna play in the 
future? 


[Butrus-Ghali] Vienna will be expanded. We are in the 
process of establishing UN departments in all capital 
cities of the former East Ploc. Vienna will become the 
coordination site for our >‘fices. 


[NEWS] At the end of March, when the UN mandate 
expires, Croatia wants to throw out the blue helmets. 
Will the United Nations withdraw from the Balkans? 


[Butrus-Ghali] Not at all, we will continue to get 
involved in the former Yugoslavia to the same extent as 
in the past. The further actions will be a point for 
discussion at our conference in Vienna. 
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UK Industry Leader: Single Currency Should Be 
‘Crown’ 

AU0303115895 Paris AFP in English 1122 GMT 

3 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, March 3 (AFP}—The 
single European currency of the future should be namec 
the crown, the director general of the Confederation of 
British Industry (CBI), Howard Davies said here Friday. 


The French were happy with the ECU (the European 
currency unit), homonym of the pre-revolutionary 
crown, while the Germans favoured the Euromark, 
Davies said in a speech at a lunch here organised by the 
French employers organisation CNPF and Franco- 
British Chamber of Commerce. 


“| doubt if that will sell in France, or indeed in the UK,” 
Davies said, adding that it would be best to choose a 
name behind which several nations could unite. 


“The logical answer, of course, is the crown, perhaps 
subdivided into shillings, as it used to be ‘chez nous.’ 
That will bring in the Swedes, Danes, British, Irish and 
Austrians - together with the Czechs one day,” Davies 
said. 

Reiterating that most large British businesses supported 
the single currency, Davies said that for the whole of the 
European Union (EU), “full EMU... may be some way 
off.” The move would be “a momentous step, with 
profound economic consequences.” 


He added “no country with its public debt or deficits out 
of control could hope to prosper in EMU” (European 
Monetary Union), which ruled out the single currency in 
1997, 


He added however that Britain would meet the criteria 
by 1997. 


Davies said it was likely that “even in 1999 only a few 
member states will comfortably meet the Maastricht 
criteria” of convergence of national economies. 


EMU would be “a hazardous enterprise” for any country 
outside the Maastricht criteria, Davies said, adding that 
“other adjustment routes” should be left open to coun- 
tries which “cannot keep up because of lower produc- 
tivity growth or higher domestic inflation.” 


He went on “If we want EMU to work we must tread 
very carefully in the social field, and not constrain the 
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ability of peripheral regions to compete,” which would 
lead to investment and employment converging on the 
most productive regions with the best-trained work- 
forces. 


Davies also said he favoured “a temporary hard core” of 
EU members within EMU, but not “a closed-end 
charmed circle. To me, this argues for a transition phase 
of fixed rates, before the jump to one currency.” 


EC’s Santer, France’s Cresson Discuss Telecom 
Policy 


BRO103150895 Paris LES ECHOS in French I Mar 95 
p 39 


[Article by Regis Marti: “Europeans Get Down to Work 
on the Implementation of Market Liberalization”’] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The day afier the G-7 meeting 
on information superhighways, Europeans are taking 
advantage of their agreement to put the finishing touches 
on the process which must lead, in less than three years, 
to the total liberalization of infrastructure and services 
within the EU. 


“The choice for Europe is clear. If we are late, we might 
be for ever.” Once again, [EC President] Jacques Santer 
emphasized the importance of the work which remains 
to be done over and above the political declarations. 


During the Networked Economy Conference organized 
by the weekly COMMUNICATIONS WEEK, Santer 
yesterday underlined the four areas which must now be 
tackled: Defining priorities at a global level; imple- 
menting the general principles adopted in Brussels and 
starting practical work on reciprocal access to large 
markets; rapidly finalizing the |! projects decided upon 
by the G-7 ministers; and finally, analyzing the political 
consequences within the EU of the coming arrival of 
information superhighways. [passage omitted] 


Concerned about creating “new categories of individuals 
marginalized” by the information society, Edith Cres- 
son, European commissioner in charge of research, put 
forward the idea of a tax on telecommunications turn- 
over which would be given over to education and the 
development of programs. With a 0.5-percent tax. an 
annual budget of ECU600 millions could thus be cre- 
ated. The idea has already received the indirect and 
unexpected support of Microsoft President Bill Gates. 
Cresson also came out in favor of a regulatory body at 
the European level in order to rein in the hegemonic 
ambitions of certain operators. 
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Mock Favors Postponement of Yeltsin Visit 


AU0203212795 Vienna ORF Television Network in 
German 1830 GMT 2 Mar 95 


{Report by Horst-Friedrich Mayer, including interview 
with Austrian Foreign Minister Alois Mock by Norbert 
Gollinger on 2 March; place not given—recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] [Mayer] 
Foreign Minister Alois Mock is also opposed to Yeltsin's 
visit during the Republic celebrations in April. An even- 
tual Austro-Russian declaration would have to be dis- 
cussed at length beforehand. Austria does not want to 
redraft the State Treaty. 


{Mock] I told the Russian Embassy that it is better not to 
do this now, but only at a time when we can see that we 
hold a similar opinion on the issue and when organiza- 
tionally we have prepared ourselves in such a way that a 
successful visit would be highly probable. 


[Gollinger] In other words, you are in favor of a post- 
ponement of Yeltsin's visit? 


[Mock] Exactly. 


[Gollinger] Does all this political turmoil about Yeltsin's 
visit not conceal the basic problem that the president, 
chancellor, and you as foreign minister do not always 
share the same opinion on foreign policy and that there 
are frequent diversions of opinion? 


[Mock] I do not think a variety of opinions is the 
difficulty, but the occasional—how shail | put it—the 
occasional absent human ability reach a position from 
this and represent the interests of the country, something 
which we succeeded in doing during the negotiations 
with the European Union in Brussels. 


Butrus-Ghali: Withdrawal From Croatia To Take 
4 Months 


AU0303115695 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
3 Mar 95 p 2 


[APA/DER STANDARD report: “Butrus-Ghali: With- 
drawal From Croatia Will Take Four Months”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Vienna—If Croatia insists on the 
withdrawal of the UN troops on 31 March, the presence 
of the UN Protection Force in Bosnia-Herzegovina will 
also be affected. This was stated by UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Butrus Butrus-Ghali during the opening of the 
Conference on Peacekeeping Measures in the Vienna 
Hofburg palace on 2 March. 


In the case of a total UN withdrawal from ex-Y ugoslavia, 
Butrus- Ghali said that an additional 20,000 to 30,000 
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NATO soldiers would be required; he estimates that a 
complete withdrawal from Croatia would take four to six 
months. 


President Thomas Klestil called for a “more flexible 
attitude” of the community of states “toward peace- 
making and peacekeeping measures.” Foreign Minister 
Alois Mock said that he agreed with Butrus-Ghali that 
the United Nations should develop the capacity to direct 
measures for peace enforcement (enforcement action). 


Olara A. Otunnu, president of the International Peace 
Academy (IPA), called for the United Nations to coop- 
erate more closely with national organizations. 


Vranitzky Advocates Peacekeeping Role for WEU 


AU0203174995 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
2 Mar 95 p 4 


[Report signed “jk”: “Vranitzky for New WEU Role™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Vienna—After a mecting with 
Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson in Vienna on 2 
March, Chancellor Franz Vranitzky came out in favor of 
restructuring the Western European Union (WEUV). the 
EU’s defense alliance. Vranitzky suggested turning the 
WEU, in which Austria and Sweden have observer 
status, into an instrument for peacekceping, humani- 
tarian, and disaster relief missions at the European level. 


The chancellor calls for “building a bridge” between a 
European security system and UN principles. Asa result, 
European peacekeeping missions would depend on a UN 
mandate. In Vranitzky’s view, the European position in 
the highest UN body would be automatically strength- 
ened by having Germany as a future permanent member 
of the Security Council. 


Regarding questions of the future European security 
system, Vranitzky noted “a very concurrent position” 
with his Swedish guests. Both states are participating in 
the establishment of the security system; neutrality is no 
contradiction to that. Acting against peace-breakers does 
not mean participating in wars, Vranitzky said. 


Carlsson, too, stressed that neutrality is compatible with 
new security structures. In line with a parliament deci- 
sion, Sweden will remain nonaligned and he believes that 
this continues to be supported by a great majority of the 
population. The forces that oppose neutrality are “not so 
strong,” the head of government said, referring to the 
debate that is currently also held in Sweden, just as in 
Austria. Sweden's neutrality has contributed to stability 
in northern Europe. Regarding his proposals for UN 
reform, Carlsson came out in favor of raising the number 
of permanent members in the UN Security Council. 
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Belgium 


‘Genuine Base Camp’ for GIA Terrorists Reported 


BR0203 160695 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 2 Mar 95 p 1 


{Report by Jean-Frederick Deliege: “Belgium, Base 
Camp for Islamic Terrorists”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] It was learned from unofficial 
sources on Wednesday evening [1 March] that the Ter- 
rorism Unit and the BSR [Special Investigation Branch] 
of the Brussels Gendarmerie, several BSR’s from other 
Gendarmerie districts in the country, and certain intel- 
ligence services had launched a crackdown operation in 
Algerian fundamentalist circles. 


Our information suggests that it all began during the 
night of Tuesday to Wednesday with identity checks 
followed by arrests for questioning in a Flemish com- 
mune. Over the last few months, various Gendarmerie 
services had been concerned at networks of Islamic 
activists in Belgium. State Security was also informed 
and coordination was organized between the Gendarm- 
erie and intelligence service. Latest reports showed that a 
major terrorist campaign was being prepared somewhere 
in Europe with Belgium as the base for preparations. 


FIS and GIA 


During lengthy tracking and surveillance operations, 
investigators had succeeded in identifying many build- 
ings, most of them in Brussels, which apparently served 
as “hideouts” for Islamic activists having either recently 
entered Belgium or passing through the country. As it 
became clear that a major terrorist action was imminent, 
it became urgent to switch from obscrvation and infor- 
mation gathering to action. This is why the first suspects 
were arrested for questioning during the night of 
Tuesday to Wednesday. 


From Wednesday morning, a crisis committee was set up 
including all the services involved. This marked the 
beginning of an impressive series of searches and arrests, 
involving individuals, their homes, and various Islamic 
associations with close ties to the FIS [Islamic Salvation 
Front] and GIA [Armed Islamic Group] Algerian funda- 
mentalists. 


Arrests 


The operation, which lasted throughout the day on 
Wednesday and during a part of last night, proved 
particularly rewarding. Our information is that some 50 
people have been arrested for questioning. Numerous 
combat and hand weapons were also discovered in 
various arms caches, together with ammunition. A batch 
of Czech-made grenades in perfect condition was also 
seized. The investigators also jaid their hands on a 
complete set of equipment used for producing false 
identity papers, evidently in regular use as some of those 
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arrested possessed false Norwegian and Swedish pass- 
ports. Other documents seized led directly to Switzer- 
land where Islamic terrorist groups probably have bank 
accounts. 


All the preliminary investigations for this operation were 
made in association with foreign police forces. It seems 
that Belgium has become a genuine base camp for 
terrorists. 


Commentary: Claes Should Follow Brandt's 
Example 

BR0203161695 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 
2 Mar 95 p 3 


[Editorial by Yves Desmet: “Willy Brandt's Example”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Johan Delanghe, Willy Claes’ 
former principal private secretary at the time of the 
Agusta decision, has been arrested on suspicion of pas- 
sive corruption. This makes the NATO Secretary Gen- 
eral’s position untenable. 


In Belgian politics, a minister and his principal private 
secretary are not separated by any partitions: They form 
an inseparable team. The principal private secretary is 
the man whom the minister chooses as the iirst among 
equals. He is the man in whom the minister has the 
fullest confidence. He is his direct and permanent right- 
hand man when it comes to discussing and handling all 
delicate files landing on the minister's desk. 


Either Delanghe is innocent, as he continues to claim, in 
which case the Liege court must have sufficient indica- 
tions to the contrary. Otherwise it would not place one of 
the country’s highest-ranking officials into secretion for 
three days. In that case Claes, who should be beyond all 
suspicion in his position, should resign at least tempo- 
rarily in order to allow his diplomatic immunity to be 
lifted, so that the court can go on with its investigation. 


Or Delanghe is guilty of the charges brought against him 
in which case there are only two possibilities. 


Either Claes was aware of Delanghe’s involvement in the 
Agusta case: This would make him an accomplice, in 
which case immediate resignation would be appropriate. 


A second possibility is that Claes was not aware of 
Delanghe’s aciivities. This would turn him into a man to 
whom one can hardly entrust the Western alliance’s 
defense. Just imagine: “Ladies and gentlemen, I will not 
conceal to you that I am somewhat unpleasantly sur- 
prised by last night's bomb; really, it blew off the roof, 
but my principal private secretary was visibly acting on 
his own account.” 


With much goodwill one might argue that a minister 
need not assume responsibility for the acts of officials 
working for him. After all, he did not select them 
himself. But refusing to assume political responsibility 
for the acts of one’s principal private secretary is both 
inconceivable and unacceptable. 
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Willy Brandt was considered by friend and foe to be one of 
the most incorruptible politicians the West-European 
social democracy has ever seen. In 1974 it was revealed 
that his close assistant Guenter Guillaume had been a 
double agent for the East Bloc for many years. Brandt 
stepped down although nobody blamed him in person. 
More than that: Everyone was convinced that Brandt knew 
nothing at all about the whole affair. But as Guillaume 
later boasted in his memoirs he had spent “more than 
1,000 hours” in Brandt's immediate vicinity. How many 
hours did Delanghe and Claes spend together? 


Dehaene’s Explanations on Agusta Termed 
‘Shameful’ 

BRO303 150095 Asse HET LAATSTE NIEUWS in 
Dutch 3 Mar 95 p 2 


[Editorial by Bert Cornelis: “Shameful”™] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Amid great interest, mostly from 
the foreign press, Belgian Prime Minister Jean-Luc 
Dehaene gave a truly shameful explanation about the 
possible involvement of one of his coalition partners. He 
did so in Parliament yesterday where he was questioned 
about the Agusta case. At the time of the purchase of 
Agusta helicopters Prime Minister Dehaene was vice 
prime minister and transportation minister. So he also 
gave his go-ahead to the contract with the Italian helli- 
copter builder. To everyone's amazement he suddenly 
shifted the full political responsibility to former Defense 
Minister Coeme and former Economic Affairs Minister 
Claes yesterday. Apparently, the joint political responsi- 

bility of the entire government and of the coalition 
partners is only invoked when it is convenient to some of 
the partners. That is really dubious. 


Prime Minister Dehaene gave anti-political sentiments a 
serious boost yesterday. It has become quite clear now 
that he hastily decided to call elections for fear of a 
possible scandal. When asked whether or not he had 
information about the Agusta search at the SP [Socialist 
Party] headquarters at the time, his answer was 
extremely vague. It has been virtually ruled out that his 
decision to call early elections will save the day. Even 
citizens who generally do not concern themselves with 
politics are expressing their horror at the Agusta case. 


In this atmosphere there is no longer any distinction 
between politicians who mean well toward the citizens and 
those who do not. Which is why a second “black 24 
November” is not unthinkable, but then on Sunday, 21 
May 


Netherlands 


Clinton Praise for Dutch International Effort 
Noted 


BRO0203124995 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 1 Mar 95 p 3 


[Commentary by Maarten Huygen: “Kok’s Visit Suited 
Clinton”} 
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[FBIS Translated Text] Washington, | March—Prime 
Minister Kok and Foreign Minister Van Mierlo were 
very welcome guests during their official working visit to 
the White House yesterday. And this was not just 
because Clinton had Apache combat >elicopters for sale. 
The U.S. President also praised the Netherlands contri- 
bution to the contingent of UN troops in Bosnia. its 
action in combating drugs trafficking in the Caribbean, 
and its support for the UN operation in Haiti. 


Through an active multilateral role the Netherlands and 
other countries have been allocated defense tasks which 
formerly fell solely to the Americans theraselves. Yes- 
terday Clinton did his best to show his appreciation to 
Kok and Van Mierlo. Not only did he spend a total of 
three hours with Prime Minister Kok, he also praised the 
Netherlaads efforts. Although the Netherlands visit was 
not very newsworthy in the United States, it was the 
second visit in just over two years. During this same 
period and after extensive lobbying the Belgian prime 
minister has managed just one visit. 


The Netherlands efforts are in line with Clinton’s own 
views that the United Nations and multilateral organi- 
zations should take on an increasing number of tasks 
previously undertaken by the United States. The Repub- 
licans in Congress, like the Democrats, want to be less 
active around the world, but their fear is that the United 
Nations 1s going to create more international obligations 
rather than reduce the workload. They want to distance 
themselves as much as possible from the United Nations. 


Senator Robert Dole, leader of the Republican majority, 
did not allow himself to be swayed by Kok and Van 
Mierlo to abandon his intention to lift the arms embargo 
against the Muslims or to reduce the UN contribution. 
But Clinton is pleased that they and other European 
leaders, such as German Chancellor Kohi, are lobbying 
Congress in favor of UN peacekeeping efforts and 
against lifting the embargo. “The talks they are having 
on Capitol Hill are useful to them and to us,” said a U.S. 
official during a background discussion. 


Kok’'s polite criticism of “certain tendencies toward 
isolationism in American society” must have been music 
to Clinton's ears. When a Netherlands journalist asked 
Clinton at a press conference if, on the UN question, it 
was a matter of him and Kok on one side and Congress 
on the other, he laughed. “That is true,” he said. “Under 
the U.S. Constitution there must be debate in the United 
States, and the Netherlands has won the argument.” 


Since the Republicans have been in power, Clinton's task 
has changed. The nervous 24-hour days of lobbying for 
major, complex plans are over. Clinton can take a step 
back and wait to see what Congress comes up with and 
then accept it or veto it. He has been given more time to 
meet with foreign leaders. With their moral support he can 
try to limit to a minimum the damage done to foreign 
relations by the Republican “Contract with America.” 
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The meeting with Kok and Van Mierlo was relaxing for 
Clinton. Most subjects were multilateral rather than 
bilateral. There were no hard issues to be hammered out. 
“I was struck by how very open the U.S. Government ts 
to the ideas of countries in which they place a consider- 
able amount of trust,” said Van Mierlo. Kok also spoke 
of the “easiness, seriousness, and equality” of the 
meeting. It also facilitates plans to have more frequent 
and intensive contacts on both sides of the Atlantic on 
matters lying outside the field of security and NATO. 


Kok was enthusiastic about his trip and very optimustic 
about increased understanding for international obliga- 
tions among American politicians. “It all seemed to go 
very well in my opinion,” he said. But the intransigence 
of the Republican Senator Robert Dole, who ts excep- 
tionally knowledgeable in international affairs, 1s food 
for thought. For Dole the New Hampshire primaries, the 
first state on his list, is at present more important than 
international harmony. 


Daily: Kok ‘Disappointed’ at Republicans’ Attitude 
BRO203 161395 Rotterdam ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD in 
Dutch 2 Mar 95 p § 


[Report by Ton Olde Monnikhof: “Republicans” Att- 
tude Gives Kok Slight Hangover™] 


(FBIS Translated Text] Washingion—“Extremely useful 
and productive” This is how Prime Minister Kok 
labeled the official working visit that he and Foreign 
Minister Van Mierlo paid to Washington earlier this 
week. 


Judging from the positive reactions to his address to the 
National Press Club and the press conference with 
President Clinton at the White House, this description is 
not merely a diplomatic phrase. such as is often used by 
experienced heads of state on such occasions. 


The Americans also paid much attention to the Nether- 
lands visit, as indicated by the fact that CNN gave the 
press conference not only international but also national 
coverage. This 1s quite remarkable, considering the 
budget show which is being mounted in the U.S. Senate 
and the fact that the O.J. Simpson trial is being broadcast 
almost unabridged on all major television networks. 


Despite all the positive remarks Kok and Van Mierlo 
will no doubt think back to this visit with mixed feelings. 
Indeed, the ministers were unsuccessful when it came to 
expressing their concern about the foreign policy of the 
Republicans, who form the majority in Congress. 


The opponents of Democrat Clinton want to back out of 
several financial and other international obligations the 
United States has as the last of the remaining great 
powers. For instance, the Republicans considerably 
reduced the U.S. financial contribution to the UN peace- 
keeping operations. In addition they are calling for 
lifting the arms embargo against the Bosnians in the 
former Yugoslavia. 
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The Republicans, headed by Senator Dole. refuse to take 
it for granted that “the Americans foot all the bills.” as 
he clearly and personally stated to Kok and Van Micrio. 
This may have been a depressing message, but Kok and 
Van Mierlo were probably even more disappointed 
about the fact that the Republican representatives 
turned out to be badly informed about developments in 
the former Yugoslavia. 


Kok raised the issue during the press conference at the 
White House. That was an audacious thing to do. but time 
will tell whether or not it was wise to take the representa 
tives for fools, even politely. Indeed, it 1s not inconceivable 
that the ' Il will have to be paid at the moment a 
Republican becomes President of the United States. 


In the eves of Democrat Clinton, however, Kok could do 
no wrong. In the President's daily fight against the 
hostile Congress in almost every field, the support of “a 
loyal ally” 1s more than welcome. 


Clinton does not pretend to have great foreign ambitions, 
but after 770 days in office foreign policy is the only field 
in which he can still win a few spurs. Maybe this 1s the 
reason why Clinton shared Kok’s concern about the isola- 
teonist tendencies of Congress. What ts more, Clinton told 
the prime minister that lifting the arms embargo against 
the Bosnians 1s “unacceptable” to him. 


Central Bank Director Comments on EMU 
Prospects 


BRO1I03153595 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in 
Dutch 1 Mar 95 p 17 


[Unattributed report: “France, Germany, and Benelux at 
Head of EMU™] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Amsterdam—Economic and 
Monetary Union (EMU), ic... a European Union with a 
common currency, cannot take plac. without the partic- 
ipation of France, Germany, and th: Benelux countries. 
The EU's structure must be changed if not all the EU 
member states have joined by about five years after the 
outset. 


During a congress on international economy held in 
Amsterdam Netherlands Bank (DNB) Director A. 
Wellink emphasized that the success of European mon- 
etary unification depends on a “certain critical mass” of 
participating countries. 


“It seems obvious to me that both Germany and France 
must belong to the critical mass,” Wellink argued. “Both 
countries played an important role in the creation of 
European cooperation. In addition, the German-French 
axis must be included in the steps that will have to be 
taken in the future. In my op.oion, the same applics to 
the Benelux countries.” 
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The Maastricht Treaty stipulates thai EMU can be set up 
as early as 1997 if a sufficient number of EU member 
States meets the criteria. If that 1s not the case, then EMU 
will enter into force on | January 1999, even if only a 
limited number cf countries can take part. The other 
countries will have to follow suit as quickly as possible. 


Wellink warned +*<¢:; xy about the danger that this 
kind of temporary > p«c* of frontrunners” would take on 
a structure of its own as time passes. That would mean 
that in the European Commission and the European 
Parliament countries which aie not im the pack would 
continue to be involved in making decisions about 
matters that only apply to the leaders. 


“Problems like this can be overcome, but they can limit 
the effectiveness of the leadership,” Wellink said. “If not 
all the member states are particygeting in monetary 
union after, say. five years, then perfia; 3 1 will be time to 
give some serious thought to makng «sible changes to 
the structure of the various Europes: «0 ties.” 


Wellink felt that political considerations asi not play a 
role in letting countries enter EMU whicii an not already 
part of it. “Admittedly that would mean the European 
monetary edifice being built on quicksand, and nothing 
can be built on that.” 


Skeptics do not believe that EMU can start in 1999, 
because not enough ECU's—the new European singie 
currency—could be minted. Wellink said yesterday, 
however, that that need not be an objection. The 
unbreakable monetary link of the different national 
currencies can be put into effect without the physical or 
non-cash introduction of the ECL. The only condition is 
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a well-functioning European central bank. The blueprint 
for the central bank can be ready by the end of 1996. 


During the monetary union process the financial 
reserves of the joining countries are added together, 
while ‘he same countries must give up powers to the 
bank. Wellink did not think that political union would 
emerge alongside monetary union. “Political integration 
can only be gradual,” he said. 

The European Union has had 15 members for the past 
two months, but according to Wellink the procedures are 
still geared to six members. In the meantime Malta, 
Cyprus, Turkey, Poland, and Hungary are impztient to 
join the EU. In addition, Chechnya and Bulgaria are 
seeking rapprochement. Wellink felt that these countries 
“must now be offered a genuine prospect of joining.” 


According to Wellink, the countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe are looking for political stability and 
economic growth through rapprochement. In 1992 Hun- 
gary’s per capita income was 33 percent of the European 
Union average. Romania's was just 15 percent. “Offer- 
ing the prospect of joining increases the domestic polit- 
ical support for the many—and sometimes painful— 
measures these countries have to take,” Weilink said. 


Not only must these countnes work hard, “the current 
member states must also do the necessary work,” 
Wellink warned. Free access by products from those 
countnes enhances the competitive pressure within the 
Union. Moreover, accession to the Union would cost the 
Netherlands 5 to 8 billion guilders annually. In Wellink’s 
view the common agricultural policy and the structural 
policy-—which aids poor regions—must be tackled. This 
is running into major objections from countries like 
Spain, Portugal, and Greece. 
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Catalan Premier Assures Hurd of Spain's Stability 


BRO203 157495 Madrid EL 7AIS in Spanish 2 Mar 95 
pi9 


(Unattnbuted report: “Pujol Reassures British Govern- 
ment as to Spain's Political Stability in 1995")} 


[FBIS Translated Text] London—According to the EFE 
and Servimedia press agencies, yesterday Generalitat 
[Catalan Autonomous Government] President Jordi 
Pujol assured British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
that Spain would face the six-month period of its presi- 
dency of the European Union [EU] in a state of peace- 
fulness and political stability. 


Subsequently, at a meeting with businessmen and finan- 
cial operators, he said that the People’s Party and its 
Chairman Jose Maria Aznar had consolidated their 
position as an alternative and were guaranteeing alter- 
nation in government. 


During a meeting held at the Foreign Office in the course 
of his one-week official visit to Britain, Pujol assured 
Hurd that both the CiU [Convergence and Union] group 
and the Catalan Autonomous Government would con- 
tinue to support the Socialist government in order to 
ensure stability. 


Hurd's Question 


After his meeting with the British minister, Pujol indi- 
cated that “he [Hurd] wished to know whether or not 
Spain was politically stable and, in particular, whether 
the Spanish prime minister would be in a position to 
carry out the EU mandate in a peaceful context, without 
having to conduct an election campaign simulta- 
neously.” 


Later Pujol assured financiers and businessmen in Lon- 
don’s City that Spain's crisis “is only political, not a 
crisis of the institutions or the system,” because the 
country’s stability and solvency are guaranteed even in 
the event of a change of government. 


During two meetings with representatives of leading 
groups of London's financial center, Pujol asserted that 
Spain's economic prospects for 1996 “are good” despite 
the possibility that the limits set for inflation, the public 
debt, and the deficit with a view to the Monetary Union 
in 1997 may be overshot. 


Confirming what he had toid Hurd in the morning, Pujol 
expressed his party and government's commitment not 
to hold early elections in Spain this year, since doing so 
might perturb Spain's presidency of the EU. 


The Catalan president reminded businessmen and fin- 
anciers that Felipe Gonzalez’ government had a large 
enough majority in parliament, with 159 PSOE [Spanish 
Socialist Workers Party] and 17 CiU) deputies. For this 
reason, he vowed, “political stability is guaranteed” 
despite the fact that the political climate has been 
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negatively affected ~ by a very aggressive type of political 
struggle” and by the corruption scandals affecting the 
government and the PSOE. 


The Catalan president mentioned People’s Party leader 
Jose Maria Aznar, explaining that “Spain is not going 
through a crisis of its institutions, or of the system or the 
State; it 1s only a political crisis,” similar to that in other 
European countries. 


In his view, this crisis should not worry foreign investors 
because there is, in Spain, “even though it has taken 10 
years to achieve this,” a political force capable of con- 
stituting an alternative, and “alternation and continuity 
are ensured.” 


A Safe Future 


In Pujol’s opinion, whether the PSOE wins again or the 
People’s Party takes over in the next general elections 
(which might be held in the spring of 1966) the result 
“would in no case be disastrous” because “the country’s 
future, its fundamental stability, and the continuity of 
the basic democratic and pro-European options. as well 
as the determination to achieve social balance, are 
guaranteed.” 


With regard to the alliance between the Catalan nation 
alists and the Socialist government, Pujol said that he 
was aiming to “combine the Maastricht Treaty require- 
ments with measures to support productive economy in 
general and businesses in particular.” 


These “more realistic” policies introduced by Cil). he 
said, had led to positive results in terms of increasing 
GDP and industrial production, as well as boosting 
tourism and exports, while at the same time ensuring 
foreign investments are maintained. 


Mayhew Views Ulster Peace Process 


MS0203 133595 Belfast BELFAST TELEGRAPH in 
English | Mar 95 p 12 


[Article by Sir Patrick Mayhew, UK Northern Ireland 
Secretary: “Put Forward Your Ideas And Help to Con- 
solidate The Peace’’) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] It is now six months since the 
IRA declared their ceasefire and four and a half months 
since the loyalist paramilitaries declared their own. In 
that short time the atmosphere in Northern Ireland has 
been transformed. 


Cross border roads have been opened. Troops have been 
taken off the streets in many parts of the province. And 
the RUC [Royal Ulster Constabulary] are increasingly 
able to carry out normal policing, which 1s what both 
they and the people of Northern Ireland want. 


These changes towards a more relaxed and normal 
scene—important though they are—are not the only 
results of peace. Confidence has grown. Unemployment 
has fallen for seven consecutive months to a 13 year low. 
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In December the Prime Minister announced new invest- 
ments in Northern Ireland worth 74 million pounds— 
and that on top of IDB- assisted investments in the last 
year, which will create over 1,500 new jobs. The Euro- 
pean Union is providing a special peace programme 
worth more than 200 million pounds over the next three 
years. | 


These are tangible demonstrations that, if the conditions 
are right, Northern Ireland has much to offer to business. 


But we must seize very opportunity to consolidate this 
peace. No one wants the old antagonisms to arise again 
and flare into violence. No one wants a return to the 
bullet and the bomb. This means examining together 
how the legacy of the past can be managed. It means 
talking about people’s differences, as a prelude to 
agreeing on how to live with them. 


The framework document published last week is 
intended to help get the talking started again. Nothing 
else. 


It is offered for discussion and as « : aid to negotiation. 
One part sets out our ideas on how to restore local 
democracy in Northern Ireland. These largely reflect 
long discussions with most of the main Northern Ireland 
political parties. 

The second part, which has been drawn up jointly with 
the Irish Government, offers ideas about the relationship 
between Northern Ireland and the Republic, and 
between London and Dublin. When the talks process 
started in 1992, there was agreement that all three sets of 
relationships had to be dealt with together. I am sure that 
remains true. 


“Framework for the Future” follows that principle. It 
describes what one possible comprehensive settlement 
might look like—balancing the interesis of both sides of 
the community, respecting the identity and aspirations 
of each, and compromising the principles of neither. I 
repeat—these are proposais offered for discussion. 


It is ceriainly rather long and complex. But I believe 
everyone can see the four main pillars in the proposals. 


First, a local Assembly is proposed, to allow representa- 
tives of both main communities in Northern Ireland to 
exercise real power over such issues as economic devel- 
opment, agriculture, education, housing and the envi- 
ronment. The range of powers now vested in me as 
Secretary of Staie is much too wide for a healthy local 
democracy. 


Second, we propose some ideas for North/South cooper- 
ation. Where making common cause with the Republic 
would be to our mutual advantage. it seems to us 
common sense that we should do so, and not be ham- 
strung by our separation. 


So we envisage elected “heads of department” (Ministers 
if you like) from the new Assembly meeting with their 
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Irish counterparts on occasion, to discuss carefully 
defined issues. Decisions would have to be reached by 


agreement. 


There is no question of any; majority outvoting a 
minority. Their authority would come by delegation 
from the elected Assembly, to whom they would have to 
account. No slippery slope to a united Ireland here. 


Third, there would be a new agreement between the 
British and Irish Governments, which would be negoti- 
ated with the Northern Ireland parties, providing for an 
Inter-Governmental Conference in which they would 
have a role. There would also be a development of 
East-West links, so that questions of common concern 
between the two neighbouring islands can be tackled. 


Fourth, constitutional issues. Both Governments would 
incorporate the principle of consent into their law. The 
Irish Government have promised to put to a referendum 
their proposals to amend the Irish Constitution. Here is 
what Mr Bruton said last week when the document was 
launched: 


“The change will address Articles 2 and 3 in the fol- 
lowing ways: 


“It would remove any jurisdictional or territorial claim 
of legal right over the territory of Northern Ireland 
contrary to the will of its people. 


“It would provide that the creation or a sovereign united 
Ireland could therefore only occur in circumstances 
where a majority of the people of Northern Ireland 
formally chose to be part of a united Ireland.” 


These four pillars would, if the parties and the people of 
Northern Ireland agreed upon them, restore local dem- 
ocratic accountability, and give local people a confident 
sense that the rights and aspirations of all sections of the 
community are fully and equally respected. 


The principles of consent and agreement really underlie 
the ideas in the document. Nothing is going to be 
imposed. As the Prime Minister has said any solution 
will have to have passed through the triple lock repre- 
sented by the consent of the parties, the people in 
referendum, and Parliament. The history of Northern 
Ireland has shown, all too often, that solutions which do 
not command wide agreement fail. 


That is why you will find those two key words, consent 
and agreement, again and again in “Framework for the 
Future’’. That is why there are things in the document 
which will be unwelcome, as weil as welcome, to one side 
or to the other. How could it sensibly be otherwise, if the 
necessary balance is to be found? 


Any workable and durable solution to Northern Ireland’s 
problems will have to be based on consert and agree- 
ment. And that is the point. Long and complex though it 
is, “Framework for the Future” offers a possible out- 
come only. Obviously we believe that as such, it has 
considerable merit; we would not have spent two years in 
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compiling it otherwise. But neither we nor the Irish 
Government would claim to have a monopoly on work- 
able ideas. 


The key thing is for people to start talking about the 
issues that are raised in this document. They are inherent 
in any eventual settlement. We want others to put 
forward their own ideas. The recent document put 
forward by the UUP [Ulster Unionist Party] and DUP 
{Democratic Unionist Party] are therefore very wel- 
come. We want everyone to look at “Framework for the 
Future”, and comment on it—as critically as they like. 
But hopefully to suggest alternative ways forward as well. 


Things that are not in the document at all won't need to 
be denounced. There is nothing here which dilutes the 
sovereignty of the United Kingdom over Northern Ire- 
land. 


There is nothing that can be described as joint authority 
over Northern Ireland by the British and Irish Govern- 
ments. No freestanding authority is proposed for the 
North/South body. It would draw its powers from and be 
accountable to the Northern Ireland Assembly and the 
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Irish Parliament. It would have no powers to over-ride 
the Assembly or district councils. 


There are no proposals for joint action by the British and 
Irish Governments to take over, if one or more of the 
elements of a comprehensive settlement were to fail. 
“Framework for the Future” envisages that if something 
did go wrong in respect of an agreed system of internal 
Government in Northern Ireland, the British Govern- 
ment would have sole responsibility for providing a 
remedy. The document does not seek to persuade a 
nationalist to become a unionist, nor a unionist to 
become a nationalist. 


For the first time in 26 years we have an opportunity to 
go for a comprehensive political settlement free from a 
background of violence. It will not be easy. Nor will it 
necessarily be quick. It may take months or years to 
reach an agreed solution. But the hardest task to finish is 
the one that never gets started. And the way to start is to 
talk, which is what this document is all about. 


There is undoubtedly more than one way forward for 
Northern Ireland; but surely there can be no going back. 
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Sinn Fein’s Adams Rejects Surrender of Weapons 


AU0203 130895 Vienna Ni: WS in German 2 Mar 95 
p 60 


{Interview with Sinn Fein Chairman Gerry Adams by 
Wolfgang Briem in Dublin: “Then We Will Dissolve Our 
Arms Arsenals”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Briem] At the party congress 
you called for a “new way of thinking.” Does this mean 
renouncing a united Ireland? 


[Adams] No, of course not. Our demands are unshak- 
able: We want to put an end to the British administration 
and British jurisdiction. In the skeleton agreement, 
Major’s Government admitted that it has failed. In the 
future there will be no division of the island or Northern 
Ireland with its six provinces. British rule is at an end. 
Now direct negotiations must be held. 


[Briem] The Protestant unionists reject this. 


[Adams] Both sides are afraid of the future. We have 
overcome this fear and we are reaching out to our 
opponents for peace. I appeal to the unionists to work 
together with us for a lasting peace. Neither of us needs 
any British ministers. We do not need any tutelage. We 
just have to agree on a common future. We must look for 
a democratic way to live on our island as equals in peace. 
I appeal to all Protestants: Bring your demands, hopes, 
and dreams to us at the negotiating table! 


[Briem] Among Major's Conservatives there is a lot of 
resistance to direct negotiations. 


[Adams] We must talk to everyone: to the unionists and 
to the British Government. It may take some time, but in 
the end we will go to 10 Downing Street for talks. The 
only legitimate interlocutor is there. 


[Briem] So far, the government has ruled that out. 


[Adams] The future will force it to change its view. One 
cannot marginalize the Sinn Fein voters. All citizens are 
equal. ‘Ye have a democratic mandate. One cannot 
negotiate an amendment to the Constitution at the level 
of civil servants. Major must finally send us a minister. 
Of course, he knows that. It is only a question of time. 


[Briem] So you are kicking the ball back to Major? 
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[Adams] The ball has been with him for quite some time. 
He must finally let deeds follow his grand words. How 
are we to make progress with peace if some voters are 
denied the rights of others? 


[Briem] Downing Street does not seem to be in a hurry 
with direct negotiations. 

[Adams] This is only the fear of their own courage. 
However, in the end, one cannot publish a discussion 
paper and then refuse to talk about it. Instinctively, I 
give Major an advance in trust. | believe in his good will. 


[Briem] If it takes too long, might you lose control over 
the militant elernents of the IRA? 


[Adams] This is a completely wrong expectation. It is 
only the British press that is fanning such fears. It is a 
fact that our party’s executive committee has unani- 
mously come out in favor of continuing the peace 
process. And our annual congress has backed the leader- 
ship with overwhelming approval. Sinn Fein is a unified, 
self-confident party, struggling not only for a different 
constitutional future but, for instance, also working out 
economic concepts. 


[Briem] Were you surprised that the unionists wanted to 
support the British Government in the European debate? 


[Adams] None of us was surprised about the unionists’ 
attempt at blackmail. They want to prove to Major that 
they are indispensable. In reality, however, they are 
exploited by the British, even though they can expect 
nothing from London. They would be better advised to 
cooperate with us instead of conspiring with London. 
Over the past few years this may have worked. The 
radical Protestants were passive toward the outside, 
because they believed that they could rely on Major. 
However, the time of secret agreements is over, because 
Major knows: There is no peace without us. 


[Briem] When will the IRA lay down its arms? 


[Adams] For the time being we still need them. The 
British have spread violence and terror across our 
country. The arbitrary searches of houses, the unjustified 
arrests, the constant intimidation of Catholics, all this 
must first come to an end. If the negotiations about a 
lasting peace are eventually successful, all the weapons 
must go: first the British, then the unionist, and finally 
the republican weapons. In short, this means: If they 
withdraw, we will dissolve our arsenals. 
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Neo-Nazi Activists Said Training in Former 
Yugoslavia 

AU2802162195 Munich FOCUS in German 25 Feb 95 
pp 60, 62 


[Report by Alex Desselberger: “Practice for Terrorism”) 


{FBIS Translated Text] Some people sneered at Ernst 
Uhriau in 1993. At a hearing of the Bundestag’s Interior 
Committee, the head of the Hamburg Office for the 
Protection of the Constitution warned against the emer- 
gence of right-wing terrorist movements: Stimulated by 
neo-Nazi publicity, right-wing extremists were going to 
the former Yugoslavia as me. cenaries to train in killing 
and the building of bombs. 


An insider, who fought as mercenary in a Croatian 
terrorist unit at Mostar for 18 months, has now told his 
story to FOCUS. Eugen Kammerer, 43, returned home 
in the middle of last year: “More than 1,000 foreigners, 
mainly Germans, are fighting there—on all sides.” 


Kammerer met some, including former soldiers of the 
Bundeswehr and the National People’s Army: “They are 
all using Fascist slogans. Many do not know who Hitler 
or Himmler were, or what the SS was. Yet, there is one 
thing they all want: to shoot and kill.” 


The Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution 
has counted “50 nasty nght-wing extremists from all 
over Europe” in the crisis area. Kammerer argues that 
“the number is much higher.” 


The supply with arms is working well. The civil-war 
parties receive guns, shells, and explosives from all over 
the world, Kammerer said. The supply from Germany 
never dries up. The “Croatia” bus service plays an 
important role. Each week, 180 coaches leave major 
German cities for the crisis area. During vacations, there 
are 10 times as many buses. 


Nobody is looking for the banned goods at the border. 
“The border officials are not interested,” the former 
mercenary recalls. “They never look in the cabin where 
the second driver sleeps, which is where most of the stuff 
is hidden.” 


According to Kammerer, organizations such as Croatian 
culture clubs and Muslim “Merhamet” clubs are pulling 
the wires. The deals even involve consuls with diplo- 
matic passports, and German neo-Nazi activists. ““The 
Muslim "Handzar Division’ has close contacts with a 
"Werewolf group of Ingolstadt.” 


Money? No problem! In Berlin, Munich, or Cologne, 
Croats, Muslims, and Serbs are paying war taxes. “Whether 
they are on social welfare or restaurant owners—everybody 
has to pay,” Kammerer said, adding that the Muslims 
always have 200 million German marks [DM]. 


Nobody checks in whose hands the arms end up in the 
conflict area: “Everybody takes what they need.” Also 
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from civilians and opponents. Looting is tolerated, and 
adds to the small pay (DM300 per soldier per month). 
Captured arms are smuggled back to Germany, some- 
times by neo-Nazi activists. 


The militarization of right-wing extremist is obvious. 
Three months ago, police discovered neo-Nazi arms 
arsenals in Bavaria and Hesse. Three weeks ago, a bomb 
killed four Romanies in Austria. The bomb was probably 
planted by supporters of neo-Nazi leader Gottfried 
Kuessel, who is in prison. 


Uhriau, the head of the Hamburg Office for the Protec- 
tion of the Constitution, says: “The right-wing extrem- 
ists are discussing the armed struggle. They have taken 
over the ‘right to resistance’ from left-wing extremists. 
Those who come back can speed up the transition from 
theory to right-wing extremist terrorist practice.” How- 
ever, Uhriau cautions that “right-wing extremist ter- 
rorist do not have a wide basis. There will not be a 
"brown army faction.”” 


Herzog’s Albanian Visit Assessed as ‘Success’ 


AU0103181495 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
1 Mar 95 p 4 


{Commentary by Istvan Kovacs: “More Than Just 
Alms”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] The German president's visit to 
Albania yesterday was one of the most important events 
in that country since the changes. The media hardly 
reported anything else, and the government did what it 
could to please Roman Herzog. Tirana was bedecked 
with flags to a much greater extent than is usually the 
case during high-level visits. 


For Albanian President Sali Berisha and his bourgeois- 
orientated Democratic Party, the signing of the “joint 
declaration on the basis of relationships” was the first 
success to be achieved in a long time. If elections were to 
be held in Albania today, the Socialists would be impos- 
sible to beat. The result of the referendum on the subject 
of Berisha’s draft constitution was a setback for the 
president, and Democratic Party leader Selami has just 
started a power struggle against him. What the president 
needs now is economic success. “We are the poorest 
country in Europe,” he says, “but we have the most 
dynamic growth indicators.” Four years ago, 60 percent 
of the Albanian budget consisted of donations, and there 
were 730,000 unemployed out of a population of 3.3 
million. Today, the Albanian currency is virtually con- 
vertible, inflation has been stemmed, and unemploy- 
ment has been reduced by more than half. A few days 
ago, Berisha signed a privatization decree involving the 
issue of privatization coupons. 


In this way, the conditions for a stronger involvement by 
German industry have been fulfilled. Siemens has been 
awarded a contract to modernize Tirana’s decrepit air- 
port. There will probably be Hermes credit guarantees 
for Albanian investors in the future. 
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In relation to population size, no country in the world 
has received more financial assistance from Germany 
than Albania, explained Herzog. Now, by means of the 
five existing joint ventures, alms-giving should give way 
tc economic cooperation. The Albanians appreciate this. 
For them, surrounded by less-than- friendly neighbors, 
the Germans are the only Western nation to show them 
genuine sympathy. Thus, Herzog touched the very hearts 
of the Albanians with a single sentence. He supported the 
call for autonomy for the Albanian region of Kosovo, 
which is oppressed by the Serbs. 


PDS Dichotomy Maintains Party Life, Shrinks 
Appeal 
95P20532 


[FBIS Media Note] General expectation that the Party of 
Democratic Socialism (PDS) congress held late January in 
Berlin would bring about a renewal of the party, partly by 
distancing itself from its communist antecedent, the 
Socialist Unity Party (SED) of the German Democratic 
Republic, was unfulfilled. Long-time observer of eastern 
German politics Peter Jochen Win ters assessed the con- 
gress in the 31 January FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE, 
citing PDS chairman Lothar Bisky, who sees the party's 
main problem as being the search for an identity. Winters 
concluded that the PDS showed “numerous partly con- 
flicting internal trends” at the congress. Writing in the 3 
February FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE, Eckhard 
Fuhr cautioned that the party’s failure to achieve renewal 
does not mean that its collapse is imminent. Fuhr 
described that idea to be questionable, if not rash. He 
noted the PDS'’s admirable capacity for balancing its 
internal contradictions adroitly, and found its inability to 
come to terms with its unsavory past an advantage. It 
would be better for the party “to wrestle incessantly” with 
this past than to break with it, said the commentator, 
because a PDS without a communist past would be “rather 
scanty fare” consisting of “leftist phrases with no satisfying 
side dishes.” 


The PDS’s fragmentation has made it more difficult for 
the Social Democratic Party (SPD) and its minority 
coalition government in Saxony- Anhalt, because it relies 
upon PDS “toleration” to enact its legislation. The 4 
February FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE noted: 
“The minority government has become captive to the 
PDS. It cannot even get free of this dependence in cases 
of essential state policy.”” The paper noted that the PDS 
wants to do away with the constitutionally mandated 
land Office for the Protection of the Constitution in 
Saxony-Anhalt, and proposes to do this by eliminating 
the budget for it. The commentary observed that “the 
stumbling block is the coalition agreement. The SPD and 
Buendnis 90/Greens have agreed to modify the law for 
the protection of the constitution so that all party cau- 
cuses are represented in the parliamentary control com- 
mission. Of course, to do that, they would need the PDS 
votes,” but the PDS is “displeased with the whole line of 
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thought.” Reinhard Hoeppner, minister- president of Sax- 
ony-Anhalt, claimed in the 13 February HANDELSB- 
LATT that he does not know a single case in which the 
PDS has obstructed proceedings. Hoeppner was cited as 
saying that integrating the PDS into the normal decision- 
making processes diminishes its power to do evil and 
deprives it of glorification. The diverse trends and views in 
the PDS keep it from moving in a foreseeable direction, 
but Hoeppner does not think it has anything to do with the 
old communism any more. The 31 January FRANK- 
FURTER ALLGEMEINE commentary noted, however, 
that the PDS deputy party chairman, Wolfgang Gehrcke, 
now in charge of expanding party membership in western 
Germany, was formerly a member of the German Com- 
munist Party. While party leaders claim that the “extreme 
positions” of many members of the PDS’s “communist 
platform” are not universally shared by all members. the 
party’s elder statesman, Hans Modrow, declared that the 
congress’s rejection of Stalinism “in no way” signifies 
exclusion of the communist platform. 


Bisky on PDS’ New Socialism, Future Role 


95ENO120A Berlin TAGESZEITUNG in German 
16 Jan 95 p 12 


[Interview with PDS Chairman Lothar Bisky by Dieter 
Rulff and Christoph Seils; place and date not given: 
“Decision Must Come in 1995—-PDS Chairman Lothar 
Bisky Calls for New Orientation of His Party—Away 
from GDR Socialism and Class Struggle”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text}[TAGESZEITUNG] Politburo 
members Krenz, Hager, Schabowski and others are to 
stand trial for ordering people to be shot to death at the 
border. Are the right individuals being held accountable? 


[Bisky] The members of the politburo are accountable 
politically and morally to the citizens of the German 
Democratic Republic (GDR)}—undeniably. That also 
applies to what happened at the border. These politicians 
must accept that responsibility. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] Are they accountable from the 
standpoint of criminal justice as well? 


[Bisky] In that sense they are accountable to the extent 
that GDR criminal laws were violated. That not only 
applies to the politburo but also to every citizen of the 
GDR. 


[TAGESZEITUNGJ] At present thought is being given to 
closing the books on criminal prosecution of GDR 
injustice. 

[Bisky] I am neither in favor of the idea of amnesty, nor 
of a law that would close the books. One has to live with 
biographies and with history, and both of these will be 
looked into again and again. To say at this point that we 
are calling it a day and that is the end of it—that is 
something the PDS [Party of Democratic Socialism] 
cannot do in any event. 
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[TAGESZEITUNG] The 10 theses state that the socialist 
experiment was a failure. To what extent has the PDS cut 
itself loose from that experiment? 


[Bisky] As a program it no longer lives on to the extent 
that we have unequivocally stated our rejection of 
Stalinist methods, the avant-garde theory, and demo- 
cratic centralism. We have introduced pluralism and 
grass-roots democracy. These are things that are meant 
to ensure that in principle only democratic solutions are 
possible in the PDS from now on. 


{[TAGESZEITUNG] What kind of socialism does the 
PDS still stand for? 


[Bisky] Let me explain by citing a few basics. The 
one-world concept plays a part and so does overcoming 
social injustice; defense against the ecological catas- 
trophe and rejection of big power politics of all kinds. 
Socialism, for us, is tied to democracy, solidarity, human 
emancipation, overcoming patriarchy, and human 


rights. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] Many in the SPD [Social Demo- 
cratic Party of Germany] would say the same thing. Are 
you one of them? 


[Bisky] No, I am not. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] You have referred to yourself as a 
“liberal socialist."" What is the difference between that 
and a social democrat? 


[Bisky] I am sure that a clear line cannot be drawn 
between the two. But one must differentiate after all 
between left wing social democrats and the political 
direction the party has taken. That is where I see big 
differences. I am convinced that in addition to social 
democracy there is room for a left wing socialist party. 
That is what I am working for. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] Is the class struggle still a concept 
that can be used to describe social reality in Germany? 


[Bisky] The class struggle in its old, theoretical version— 
I do not accept. But there are rich and poor; there are 
differences. The historic mission of the working class— 
that I do not see. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] In your theses you call for a new 
social contract and, as a consequence, the end of the class 


struggle. 
[Bisky] 1 consider the social contract a feasible proposition. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] What is to be the subject of this 
contract? There was talk of a New Deal. 


[Bisky] The New Deal is not so far off. We are looking for 
a different consensus to be reached by society, and the 
PDS can contribute to that. Are people really prepared to 
live and consume differently; to see the need that exists 
outside the borders of their own country. The goal is to 
share but also to produce things differently. 
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{[TAGESZEITUNG] Who are the partners to the con- 
tract? Is management a part of it too? 


[Bisky] There are some business people w't9 are sensible 
human beings. I hope we are not suspected of having 
particularly good relations with the big corporate bosses, 
but I think there are a number of small and mediun- 
sized businesses which may hold views on economic 
policy that can be of benefit to the PDS. 


{[TAGESZEITUNG] You are calling for an “alliance of 
reform forces.” That sounds like an offer directed 
toward the SPD. 


[Bisky] I can definitely imagine that there are points of 
contact we would have with the SPD. In any event, | am 
interested in having substantive discussions with left 
wing social democrats, but also with the Greens. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] With left wing Christian Demo- 
crats too? 


[Bisky] There are a few here and there; but as a rule they 
are not in close touch with me. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] The theses do not state a position 
on government participation in so many words. With 
reference to Brandenburg and Berlin, however, you have 
said that you favor a left reform alliance. 


[Bisky] The PDS should let it be known that it is 
interested in a red-green alternative and that it will not 
stand in the way of such an alternative. At the same time 
I have always said that we should remain in the opposi- 
tion for a few more years. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] How many years do you think are 
still needed? 


[Bisky] Three or four years. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] Why is it necessary for the PDS to 
stay out of government? 


[Bisky] For one thing because our entire concept is more 
oriented toward opposition, and for another because 
there is no sign that others want to join hands with us. In 
my view it would be good for us to sit on the hard 
opposition benches for a few more years in order to gain 
experience and become more competent. 


{[TAGESZEITUNG] Is that why people voted for you? 


[Bisky] This past election year has presented us with a 
surprise. The 20 percent we received in the eastern part 
of the country confront the PDS with a new question. 
Given 20 percent, people cannot say that absolutely 
nothing can be accomplished with us. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] In other words, you are a govern- 
ment party in waiting? 


[Bisky] We are an opposition party. We do not define 
ourselves in the first instance as an opposition to other 
political parties but as a constructive opposition to 
things as they are. I think it would be wrong to rule out 
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participation in government for all time. That makes the 
existence of a party superfluous. A party which eternally 
says it will remain in the opposition will have a hard time 
making people believe that it has a vision for a better 
society. 

[TAGESZEITUNG] What kind of offer should your 
Beriin party leaders make to the SPD and the Greens in 
order to prevent the grand coalition from governing for 
another four years? 


[Bisky] | would make the opposition aspect clear, out I 
would also make clear the fact that there is an open 
attitude. The PDS will not be a stumbling block to the 
development of an alternative politics for the city of 
Berlin. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] You speak of a reforrm alliance and 
of a new social contract. Ms. Wagenknecht, your fellow 
presidium member, insists that the PDS should remain 
an unequivocally anti-capitulist party. Now you say that 
there is no way back to the structures of the GDR under 
any circumstances. For the Communists, what happened 
in 1989 amounts to a counterrevolution. How do you 
reconcile all that? 


[Bisky] There is my favorite question again. 
[TAGESZEITUNG] We did not want to forego it. 


[Bisky] Ms. Wagenknecht thinks we are on our way to 
Godesberg. The Communist platform must not be con- 
fused with the views of some of its individual members. 
The majority of the platform agrees with the funda- 
mental positions of the PDS. But then there are some 
who say the whole business must be interpreted in an 
anti-capitalist manner. For me, the only question is what 
one means by that. If one means a return to the struc- 
tures of real socialism by it, then I say no, that should 


never happen again. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] How large is the group of those 
within the PDS who look back nostalgically on the 
GDR? 


[Bisky] If I said 1,000, that would be an exaggeration. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] The theses on the GDR past have 
aroused not only Sarah Wagenknecht’s anger but also 
that of a fairly large number of your comrades. 


[Bisky] One must always differentiate between theory 
and psychology. From the standpoint of theory it is 
perfectly correct to say that the break has been made. It 
hurts some people to read tough conclusions of this sort; 
I understand that. Nonetheless it must be made clear 
that this type of thing will not be accepted in the PDS 
ever again. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] Then these realizations should also 
be implemented inside the party? 


[Bisky] The majorities in the PDS have always been very 
large when it was a matter of deciding in favor of a 
sensible policy of the left. And that is the optimism to 
which I subscribe. 
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[TAGESZEITUNG] The party congress will elect a new 
presidium. Which personnel changes will tell us that the 
break has been made? 


[Bisky}] I don’t place much stock in theories about 
breaks. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] You yourself have deplored the fact 
that the presidium is incapable of acting. 


aaa Sn gas cape caeinn eeae hens aee 
our strength. In my view, psychological factors alone can 
settle dn thet. heh ane eaten eatin enone 
only one day after the Bundestag elections. That has to 
do with the fact that a number of issues were not 
discussed during the election campaign. "I also has to do 
with differences regarding the party program. These 
cannot be allowed to linger, but must be resolved. 


{TAGESZEITUNG] Can changes in the program be 
made, given the present presidium? 


[Bisky] I would like to see a politically oriented and 
empowered presidium. We are being faced with five 
difficult years, over the course of which the fate of the 
PDS will be decided. To deal with this, we need a new 
modus operandi. We need to analyze more, and only 
then can we debate and draw up concrete plans of action. 
At present, the debate part is being overdeveloped, 
sometimes in the absence of any analysis whatsoever. 
For another thing, the regionalization of the PDS is 
proceeding apace. That is another reason why we must 
have a presidium that is able to act. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] Is there a majority in the PDS that 
are in favor of your reform plans? 


[Bisky] We have relative stability, and the composition 
of the executives is not a true reflection of the party in all 
cases. My experience is that we will have a consensus- 
capable majority which will also support political 
reforms. The PDS is able to act. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] It is not all that operational in the 
old laender. 


[Bisky] True. That makes me shudder. 
[TAGESZFITUNG] What is your analysis of the situation? 
[Bisky} As far as I know, a number of young people have 
joined in the interim.... 

[TAGESZEITUNG] ...at very modest levels... 


[Bisky] ... Yes. Just 600. We are now discussing where the 
PDS needs to be strengthened. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] Are you also debating whether to 
limit PDS activities to the five new laender? 


[Bisky] That is being discussed, too. There is one view 
which holds that the PDS is an eastern German party 
and it should stick to that. It is not accepted in wesicm 
Germany; so let us be realistic and make a virtue out of 
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necess/y. | do not share that view because I believe that 
regionalization tends to regionalize one’s thinking. We 
do have a chance but it will be a long and arduous path. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] You said that four years ago. 


[Bisky] But there are also completely new indications 
now. Take a look at PDS political events. They are 
attended by hundreds of people—not just to hear Gysi... 


[TAGESZEITUNG] Who then turn around and vote for 
the Greens or the SPD. 


[Bisky] They do not vote for us in sufficient numbers; 
that is true. And that is our problem because we must 
also think ahead to 1998 when we will be facing the 


5-percent hurdle all over again. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] Isn't the party getting tired of 
pumping the already scarce funds into the land organiza- 
tions in western Germany without any hope of success? 


[Bisky] Yes. The voices are getting louder. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] Will the party congress in late Jan- 


uary present the PDS with your version of the Godesberg 
change in direction? 


[Bisky] There is a whole lot that differentiates us from 
Godesberg. The PDS is such a strange party that it must 
also go its own strange ways. And those are not identical 
to the ways of other political parties in the FRG. 


[TAGESZEITUNG] When will the renewal envisioned 
by the 10 theses be completed? 


[Bisky] A decision will have to be made in 1995. No 
political party can live with the fact that important 
questions remain unresolved. 


PDS Stalinist Wing Splits Party, Leaders 


95EN0121A Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
23 Jan 95 pp 27-29 


[Unattributed article: “Stalin’s Spirii—Declarations of 
Belief in Stalinism Are Once Again Chic in the SED’s 
Successor Party”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] A wrinkled brow, a sheepish 
expression—no one else could look as gloomy as PDS 
[Party for Democratic Socialism] Party Chairman Lothar 
Bisky. “I just can’t do it anymore,” he declared Monday of 
last week in an open meeting of the party executive. He 
said that unless a clear dividing line is drawn between the 
party and the Stalinists at the party conference he wil! not 
run for re-election. Bisky the harsh. 


It was a good bluff. While Bisky, who holds a degree in 
communication sciences, was propagating to his party 
and the public the vision of a PDS that has turned 
toward social democracy, inside the party he was coming 
to an agreement with the Communist dogmatists. 
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It appears that Bisky’s plan to rid the SED [Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany] successor party of its unfortu- 
nate tradition and make it appealing to the SPD [Social 
Democratic Party of Germany] as a coalition partner has 
failed for the time being. At the party conference this 
coming weekend the SED successor party will not sepa- 
rate itself from the Communist platform (KPF). Sahra 
Wagenknecht, 25, Ulbricht admirer and spokeswoman 
for the 4,000-member SED group of nostalgics, need not 
fear expulsion from the party, in spite of threats from the 
reform-minded party leader. 


Wagenknechi's comrade-in-arms Olaf Albrecht, who is 
banking on the support of the “remaining stock of loyal, 
self-sacrificing SED soldiers,” has a good chance of being 
elected to the party executive. Back when he was serving 
as municipal councilor for public health in Berlin- 
Weisser:see, this educated criminologist already consid- 
ered it his duty “to drive the current system ur to its 
developmental limits as rapidly as possible,” to permit it 
to again move “in the direction of socialism.” 


And ‘here is no shortage of fellow marchers. Five years 
after the SED, which was ruined by poor management, 
apologized to the citizens of the GDR for the offenses of 
real socialism, the class conflict slogans of the past have 
again become popular among the PDS foot soldiers. 


Although it was decided at the SED party conference 
held in December of 1989 that ‘‘Stalinis=m in structures, 
organizations, and policies” should finally be “tossed on 
the garbage heap of history,” a musty smell has lingered. 


Spurred on by the election successes in the east and by the 
party’s re-entry into inv Bundestag in Bonn, the dogmatists 
are reporting back everywhere. The GDR has suddenly 
returned to being the better state, and the SPD and 
Michael Govbachev are being touted as traitors to the 
workers. The chief editor of the PDS paper NEVES 
DEUTSCHLAND, Reiner Oschmann, has himself sighted 
“the spirit of Stalin across the waters” of the PDS. 


Anyone attempting to exorcise the spirit will make ene- 
mies for himself. National Party Executive Board Member 
Karin Doerre, 39, most prominent critic of the PDS 
hardliners, resignedly turned her back on the party at the 
end of last week. She had reaped nothing but “personal 
defamation, hate, and threats” with her criticism. Doerre: 
“The new party is returning to its old ways.” 


The old rituals are back in vogue too. At the traditional 
East-Berlin demonstration in honor of Luxemburg and 
Liebknecht, held the weekend before last, over 50.000 
comrades marched at the Berlin Friedrichsfelde ceme- 
tery—almost as many as during Honecker’s era. At the 
end, even the grave of GDR despot Walter Ulbricht was 
decorated with red carnations. Sahra Wagenknecht 
claimed triumphantly: “I am not alone.” 
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GDR Historian and PDS Comrade Kurt Gossweiler is 
also on her side. At a recent conference of the “Marx- 
Engels Foundation” held in Wuppertal, he, together with 
Wagenknecht, was lauded as being one of “the greatest 
living Communists.” 


Gossweiler interprets the bloody Moscow show trial held 
in the mid-thirties as the “answer to the fascist- 
imperialist preparation for an assault on the Soviet 
Union.” Like Wagenknecht, the extremist historian pre- 
fers to publish his writings in the WEISSENSEER BLA- 
ETTER, a Communist crusade paper founded in the 
GDR by a Stasi-theologian. 


Historian Joern Schuettrumpf has identified a “renais- 
sance of the old SED elite” in his PDS. He is already 
seeing a move toward “banned ideas and issues of 
applied Stalinism.” In January he posed this question in 
the PDS membership organ DISPUT: “Is the SED being 
restored in the PDS?” 


Sahra is contributing her utmost to this effort. Shortly 
before the party conference the young Stalinist, currently 
enrolled at Humboldt University in the field of philos- 
ophy, published her first work. This orthodox left-wing 
prose (Title: “Anti-socialist Strategies in the Age of 
System Conflict”) went too far even for eager PDS 
comrades. 


Wagenknecht denounces the detente policy of Willy 
Brandt as a “part of the cold war waged against social- 
ism.” With the death of Stalin, according to Wagen- 
knecht, the “political and ideological decline” of Com- 
munism began. The “lady with the cold eyes” (Bisky) 
also advocates the principle of a cadre party and resists 
leftist reform policies as “opportunistic.” 


Her Communist platform, one of 24 PDS working 
groups, is the basic unit in the resistance against Bisky's 
reform plans. The organization manages its base groups 
in the eastern laender and in Lower Saxony from the 
Berlin KPF office, housed in the PDS’ own Karl- 
Liebknecht House. 


The platform members have little faith in the bourgeois 
party state. In their monthly information bulletin, which 
has a circulation of 2,000 copies, the authors preach the 
pure teachings of Marxism/Leninism. They thunder 
against “FRG capitalism,” predict the “increasing insta- 
bility of the capitalist-democratic state,” and protest 
against the “wholesale distancing from the GDR past 
and the acceptance of the unlawful state theory.” Their 
principle demand leveled at the PDS party conference: 
“No second SPD!” 


Sahra Wagenknecht and her mostly aging young social- 
ists are not the only ones warning against a “social- 
democratization” of the PDS. Hans Modrow, 66, hon- 
orary chairman of the PDS and cutwater figure to 
primarily the older comrades, would also prefer for the 
party to be somewhat more Communist. Modrow wants 
Wagenknecht in the party executive; he is attempting to 
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sell the quarrel among Gysi, Bisky, and the hardliner 
Wagenknecht as a private feud: “Anyone who has an 
argument with Sahra Wagenknecht should scttle it with 
her personally.” 


The Brandt admirer Bisky, 53, had battled tenaciously 

the coalition of the younger generation Commu- 
nists with the ultrareactionaries. In November the party 
executive board dropped ten theses from the “anti- 
democratic policies of the SED, Stalinism” and the 
“simplified and reduced thought” in the categories of the 
class struggle, and defined socialism as only a “system of 
values.” 


But the attempt at democratization was all too short- 
lived. For discussion of the paper that ws to be 
approved at the party conference, the party executive 
board allowed party members all of three weeks’ time. 


Protest was organized lightning fast: By the deadline for 
submitting proposals for the party conference, National 
Party Whip Martin Harnack had counted 92 amendment 
proposals, 58 from the Communist platform. Harnack: 
“It took 60,000 sheets of paper to make copies of all of 
them.” 


The party paper NEUES DEUTSCHLAND was hardly 
able to handle the letters from enraged comrades. Bisky 
and his followers had obviously forgotten in this year of 
elections how numerous the nostalgics, traditionalists, 
and Stalinists still are in eastern Germany. 


It is now beginning to dawn on Party Vice Chairman 
Wolfgang Gehrecke that “the PDS will pay dearly for its 
entry into the parliaments.” Since the victorious local 
elections in Brandenburg, when current PDS Bundestag 
Representative Rolf Kutzmutz (IM [unofficial agent} 
“Rudolf”) missed being elected lord mayor of Potsdam 
by a narrow margin, the party has suppressed all contro- 
versies in favor of the election campaigns. Attacks from 
both the CDU [Christian Democratic Union] and the 
SPD have acted like “cement in the PDS,” according to 
Michael Schumann, member of the party executive 
board and Potsdam Landtag representative. 


Out of pride for their successes, key functionaries have 
not wanted to cimit that the “atmosphere among the 
base groups has long been changed,” as Joern Schuet- 
trumpf has observed during numerous visits to local and 
district associations. Many comrades, particularly those 
who are older, are casting off their reticence. As Schuet- 
trumpf knows, “They are again calling for a class struggle 
organization.” 

Bisky and Gysi gave in. The week before last they 
shortened their ten-point paper to “five principles.” 
Although in these principles “Stalinist ideas” are termed 
“incompatible with membership in the PDS,” at the 
same time the authors bow to the “efforts and achicve- 
ments of the involvement of hundreds of thousands of 
members of the SED, hundreds of thousands of citizens 
of the GDR, in working for a more socially just, more 
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solidary, and more humane society.” And they promise, 
“to contradict the theory of the unlawful state.” 


The old Communists are pressing for further conces- 
sions. Modrow is troubled by the “incompatibility 
clause” concerning Stalinist ideas. “If that is passed at 
the party conference, then we should also have an 
incompatibility clause regarding anti-Communist posi- 
tions in the PDS,” urges Ellen Brombacher, long-time 
SED and FDJ [Free German Youth] functionary. 


After the three-hour “normalization debate” (Brom- 
bacher) among the arguing factions, held behind closed 
doors on Thursday of last week in the Karl-Liebknecht 
House, an overtired Bisky capitulated: “The Communist 
platform will not be questioned.” 


Such compromises remind PDS National Executive 
Board Member Karin Doerre of “the old ailment of the 
left: believing the goal was good, and swallowing any 
kind of filth to achieve it.” 


PDS Leader Critiques Party, Drops Membership 


95ENO121B Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 23 Jan 95 p 5 


[Article by “Ws.”: “Board Member Mrs. Doerre Leaves 
the PDS—Inadequate Critical Comment on the SED 
Past””’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Berlin, 22 Jan—One week before 
the PDS [Party for Democratic Socialism] party confer- 
ence in Berlin, Karin Doerre, part of the 18-member 
national party executive board of the PDS, announced 
her withdrawal from the party. In a letter to Party 
Chairman Bisky she bases her resignation on the fact 
that the party is not adequately separating itself from the 
SED [Socialist Unity Party of Germany] and GDR past. 
The 40-year-old Karin Doerre, a former JUNGE WELT 
journalist, who has been a member of the SED since 
1977 and a member of the central committee of the FDJ 
[Free German Youth] since 1988/89, is deputy PDS 
parliamentary group chairperson in the Berlin House of 
Representatives. 


As early as September Frau Doerre had complained 
publicly that it was becoming increasingly more difficult 
for her to speak of the PDS as “the party of renewal.” At 
that tirne she accused top PDS officials of “secret diplo- 
macy.” Political discussions and criticism were sup- 
pressed in the national executive board, and at the party 
fringes the ultrareactionaries were gathering in groups 
like the obscure “Society for Legal and Humanitarian 
Support"’—in whose presidium the former Leipzig Stasi- 
chief Hummitzsch was in charge of “territorial working 
groups” —or the “East German Committee,” an amal- 
gamation of non-transparent organizations such as the 
“Society for the Protection of Citizens’ Rights and 
Human Dignity.” 


In her letter of resignation Frau Doerre opines that the 
conflict with the past began, full of hope, in 1989. But the 
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voices of formerly responsible parties in the PDS have 
become increasing'y silent when the role of the SED’s 
party-line propaganda, “the militarism in the GDR, 
...the repression of the Ministry for State Security, and 
its cooperation with the SED” are at issue. Today in the 
PDS it 1s acceptable to be more willing to join with the 
former GDR elite than with those who mounted resis- 
tance in the GDR. Rather than the open association with 
the past that was called for in the paper, members of the 
“top leadership. primarily Gregor Gysi,” have voiced 
this demand ad absurdum through their own attitudes: 
“Let's not fool ourselves: Everything was concealed until 
the press dragged the past into the light. Andre Bre wes 
in the running to replace Wolfram Adolphi, IM [unoffi- 
cial agent} of state security and Berlin land chairman, but 
he had to withdraw because he had concealed his coop- 
eration with State Security.” Now Bisky has no objec- 
tions to making Brie—who last year headed the PDS 
election campaign office—new national party secretary. 
According to Frau Doerre, positions of power are being 
awarded behind the scenes. The new party is returning to 
its old ways. If Brie becomes the new national party 
secretary, then the power in the PDS will be concen- 
trated in the hands of an individual who has a Stasi past. 


Concerning the current quarrel between the leadership 
troika of Bisky, Gysi, and Modrow and the Communist 
platform with its spokeswoman Wagenknecht, Frau 
Doerre writes that up to now every argument with the 
content of Stalinist and dogmatic left-wing mentalities 
has been avoided. With the incompatibility of Stalinism 
and PDS membership that is now being called for. the 
three party leaders are hoping to steer away from polit- 
ical deficits in the PDS debate. The isolation of the 
Communist platform is supposed “to be the price paid 
for cooperation with the SPD.” 


In the meantime, over the weekend Bisky and Gysi 
publicly continued their quarrel with Stalinist ideas in 
the PDS. Both demanded that at the forthcoming 
national party conference the departure from Stalinism 
must be made irreversible. According to these two, 
Stalinist and post-Stalinist concepts and tendencies have 
no place in the PDS. Gysi once again threatened to 
withdraw from the party executive board if Frau Wagen- 
knecht, as the Communist platform is hoping. is 
reelected to the national executive board. In the mean- 
time the 60-member PDS national party council has 
approved the initiative proposal to the party conference 
formulated by Bisky, Gysi and Modrow. According to 
this proposal Stalinist ideas, as well as centralist 
socialism and party concepts, are incompatible with 
membership in the PDS. Regarding the conflict with the 
past, the proposal states: “With the PDS there will be no 
transfiguration of societal realities in the GDR. We will 
oppose all efforts to resist the anti-democratic, anti- 
emancipatory, anti-liberal, ineffective, and anti- 
ecological realities of the GDR.” 


A radical break with Stalinist behavior and policy 
approaches is also essential in the opinion of PDS Board 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














20 GERMANY 


Member Angela Marquardt. In the daily paper NEUES 
DEUTSCHLAND, this 23-year-old spokeswoman for 
the “Working Group for Young Women Comrades” in 
the PDS writes that a party of democratic socialism 
must—f it wants to remain credible and appealing as an 
alliance partner—“take issue with the basic mistakes, the 
failures, and the offenses perpetrated in the name of 
socialism.” 


Rexrodt Views Eastern Industry Renewal 


95EN0130A Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in German 
30 Jan 95 p 6 


{Article by Rainer Nahrendorf: “The Revival of Industry 
Is Already Bearing Fruit—a Conversation With Federal 
Minister of Finance Dr. Guenter Rexrodt™] 


{FBIS Translated Text] Duesseldorf, 28/29 Jan—The 
phase of structural upheaval in the new laender has, 
without a doubt, not rcached its end. All the same, it ts 
obvious that economic restructuring and business adap- 
tation processes are moving forward, and that the growth 
process is now on a noticeably more solid foundation. 
This is according to Federal Minister of Finance Guenter 
Rexrodt in a conversation with HANDELSBLATT in 
which he gave an overview of what has been achieved 
thus far and discussed the prospects of further develop- 
ment. In Rexrodt’s opinion, small-scale initiatives and 
the will of the eastern Germans to work have contributed 
decisively to the perceptible advances. 


Rexrodt said he considered it particularly gratifying that 
the upward trend 1s being supported to a growing extent 
by impetus from industry. He pointed out that produc- 
tion in the manufacturing industries has increased by 
around 20 percent over the last year, and has even 
approached production levels that were registered at the 
time of unification. In contrast to that time, however, 
marketable products are now being produced with a 
more modern capital stock. Rexrodt: “The revival of 
industry is clearly bearing fruit and is refuting the 
so-called de-industrialization theory, which | never felt 
was justified despite the sharp drop in production and 
employment.” He noted, however, that a far-reaching 
restructuring of the economy that would include the 
creation of competitive jobs will take more time. 


Maintaining the Moderate Wage Rate 


Rexrodt noted, however, that the broadening upward 
trends should not cause one to lose sight of the problems. 
Rexrodt: “Despite a high level of investment dynamics, 
too little is being invested in new products, many firms’ 
capital resources are thin, and industry's share in total 
gross product is too small—measured against western 
German ratios.” Specifically, in terms of policy this 
means that economic development must be concentrated 
even more intensely on the manufacturing industries and 
particularly on small and medium-sized industrial firms. 


Rexrodt pointed out that although sales to foreign coun- 
tnes and to western Germany remain low, they did 
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imcrease in real terms by 22.6 percent in 1994. Rexrodt: 
“We are on the right track. | am certain that eastern 
German firms will acquire additional market shares in 
the coming years.” 

The precondition for this, however, is that, in addition to 
modernizing production facilities and renovating 
building assets, firms will have to invest more in 
researching and developing new products. There is still 
too little being done in this area. 


Rexrodt called upon the parties to the collective agree- 
ment to maintain the moderate wage policy course that 
was initiated last year. He feels this is an important 
precondition if firms are to be able to invest more on 
their ovvn, and as a result to create more jobs. 


According to Rexrodt, the promotion of investment and 
innovation, as all experts will confirm, has influenced 
investment decisions markedly in favor of eastern Ger- 
many. A further factor contributing to this has been the 
improvement of the infrastructure through the invest- 
ment of public funds, which has proceeded over a broad 
front. According to current estimates, the amount per 
capita in public funds invested in the east in 1995 will be 
more than twice as high as the amount invested in the 
west. Rexrodt: “The corresponding state contribution to 
reconstruction is most important, since infrastructural 
deficits decrease the yield of private investments, and 
thereby the rate at which equality is approached in terms 


of competitiveness.” 


Finally, Rexrodt noted that an important component in 
economic development is the promotion of sales. This 
supplements the promotion of investment and the mod- 
ernization of the infrastructure. It contributes to expe- 
diting the sales efforts of eastern German firms to 
western markets and to broadening the export base of the 
new laender. In 1994 the Federal Republic supple- 
mented existing measures with additional aid. 

In terms of ~conomics, Rexrodt is of the opinion that the 
preferential promotion of economic development in the 
new laender must be continued uncompromisingly during 
the new legislative period. He declared his intention to 
adapt individual development measures to advances in 
development already made, and to concentrate more on 
problem areas such as industry and small and medium- 
sized firms. For instance, in the framework of the medium- 
term development plan, the 5-percent investment 
allowance on new fixed assets is to be concentrated on 
industrial problem areas and is to be extended for the 
manufacturing industries until the end of 1998. The 10- 
percent investment allowance for small and medium-sized 
manufacturing firms and for the small-scale craft industry 
will also be extended until 1998. 


In addition, Rexrodt is striving to have the small and 

medium-sized trade industry covered by the 10-percent 

investment allowance. This will require the establish- 

= of delimiting criteria that are practicable in terms 
tax law. 
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Also extended would be the special depreciation facili- 
ties for business investment resources and for stationary 
goods and services used in the manufacturing industnes. 


On the other hand, the Federal Republic is planning to 
selectively expand efforts to promote investments for the 
purpose of strengthening the liquidity and the equity 
capital basis of small and medium-sized firms. He intro- 
duced this in the coalition agreement, and plans shortly 
to present a corresponding proposal on the issue. 


Rexrodt also felt that the laender should concentrate 
investment grants more intensely on problem regions in 
the framework of the common goal of improving the 
regional economic structure. The ERP [European 
Recovery Program] funds could be decreased in accor- 
dance with decreased demand. 


High Transfer Payments Continuing in the Future 


In Rexrodt’s view, adherence to the restructuring process 
will also require substantial transfer payments in the 
coming years. The most important reason for this is the 
continued weakness of the economy. This is evidenced by 
the fact that domestic demand in eastern Germany 
exceeded domestic produci:on last year by approximately 
222 billion German marks [DM]. This means that only 
60.5 percent—57 percent in 1991—of domestic demand 
could be covered by domestic production in 1994. 


Rexrodt cited one reason for this as the expansive, 
although recently more moderate, development of 
wages. The high level of dynamics in investments and 
the distinct advances in structural change, however, 
justify the prediction that the gap between production 
and domestic consumption will be closed, albeit slowly, 
in the coming years. According to the assumptions of the 
medium-term projection implemented in the Federal 
Ministry of Finance, which assumes a yca.t average 
growth in investments of around 11 percent, approxi- 
mately 65.5 percent of eastern German demand will be 
met domestically in the year 1998. 


In Rexrodt’s opinion, labor market policy has been a 
contributing factor in the eastern German population's 
ability to accept and take part in the structural change. 
The change in trends has become apparent in the labor 
market. In 1994 employment figures for the year 
increased for the first time. The number of unemployed 
persons in December of 1994 was 1.02 million, which 
was approximately 161,000 fewer than in December of 
the previous year. And the extensive utilization of labor 
market policy instruments remains vital. In Rexrodt's 
opinion, however, this utilization must be cut back in a 
countermove to advances in the labor market. 


But the labor market problems will ultimately only be 
solved through the labor market. For that reason, 
Rexrodt feels it is essential for the promotion of invest- 
ment and innovation to be given priority. Rexrodt: 
“Only through investments can we create competitive, 
and thus secure, jobs.” 


GERMANY 21 


Rexrodt noted that considerable progress has been made 
in the creation of a modern infrastructure in the new 
laender over the last few years. For instance, the Federal 
Republic alone invested almost DM50 billion in the 
development of an efficient road, rail, and waterway 
network in eastern Germany during the past legislative 
period. Investments of around DM 38 billion in telecom- 
munications have resulted in over five million telephone 
hook-ups in the new laender. Around DM16 billion in 
federal, land, and EC funds have been appropriated for 
the purpose of developing the business infrastructure 
since 1990, in the framework of the com<nunity project 
“Improvement of the Regiona! Business Structure.” 


Despite these successes, there is still considerable 
backlog demand in the area of infrastructure. For this 
reason, the Federal Republic will continue to promote 
the improvement of the infrastructure during this legis- 
lative penod. 

Rexrodit said he felt satisfied regarding the establishment 
of a broad, independent base of small and medium-sized 
firms. In Rexrodt’s opinion, in view of the highly unfa- 
vorable former situation, remarkable progress has been 
made in the establishment of a framework of small and 
medium-sized firms in the new laender since 1989. At 
that time there were still only 100,000 independent firms 
operating in the areas of small-scale crafis and trade and 
in the hotel and catering trade, and there were only 
around 15,000 free-lance workers in the GDR. Rexrodt: 
“Today we register a half million independent small and 
medium-sized firms, which employ approximately 3.2 
million workers.” 


The Federal Government's instrument designed to help 
support newly established businesses and to help stabi- 
lize firms has, in Rexrodt’s opinion, contributed deci- 
sively to this development. From the Equity Capital 
Assistance Program and the ERP Credit Program alone, 
around DM52.4 billion in low-interest loans have been 
granted to around 178,000 new businesses and to around 
80,000 existing firms since 1994. Rexrodt feels that a 
continuation of the Equity Capital Assistance Program 
in the new laender until 1998 will be necessary if the 
existing business start-up potential 1s to be fully utilized 
for the building-up of the new laender. This continuation 
will also be necessary if the somewhat strained equity 
capital situation currently being experienced by poten- 
tially successful new small and medium-sized firms 1s to 
be overcome via stabilization investments and invest- 
ment partnerships. 


The question of when living conditions in eastern Ger- 
many will begin to approach those in western Germany 
remains, justifiably, very important to the citizens of the 
new laender. Rexrodt believes that the extent to which 
the development momentum of the eastern German 
economy can be promoted and can be spread over a 
broad base will be a critical factor. Rexrodt: “This will 
require, above all, a high level of investment dynamics 
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that will persist for a number of years and will be able to 
create mew, secure jobs as a basis for income and 


prosperity.” 


For the people, the upswing must be personally experi- 
enced. This will mean that those seeking work will again 
be able to find i, that the overail living conditions will be 
improved as a result of a modernized infrastructure. 
This cannot be adequately conveyed using pilot calcula- 
tions. These calculations may, however, indicate—with 
varying assumptions regarding growth dynamics—the 
approximate path toward adjustment. 


If, for example, an annual cast-west growth disparity of 4 
to 4.5 percent in terms of gross domestic product (GDP) 
were assumed (in 1994 this was actually around 6.5 
percent), then it could be basically assumed that castern 
German per capita gross domestic product may reach 
approximately 75 percent of the western level by the year 
2005/2006. In the evaluation of such paths toward 
adjustment it should be noted. however, that distinct 
disparities in per-capita income (GDP per person) also 
exist within the old laender. For instance, in 1993 the 
gap was somewhere between 83 percent (Rhineland- 
Palatinate) and 169 percent (Hamburg) of the average 
for the old laender. These types of regional disparities 
would also persist in the new laender. 


High Taxes, Reduced Services Decried 


9SENO119A Duesseldorf WIRTSCHAFTSWOCHE in 
German No 4, 19 Jan 95 pp 14-16, 18-19, 22-23 


[Article by Ursula Weidenfeid and Lorenz Wolf- 
Doettinchem: “Doubly Penalized; The Citizens Are 
Frustrated: They Must Pay More and More, While 
Public Services Are Being Cut—The Economy Is Going 
Astray™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Poland's tax evaders have a 
prominent patron saint. President Lech Walesa 
announced in December that in the future he would no 
longer pay the full amount of his taxes. In fact, the top 
man in the state encouraged his citizens tr follow his 
lead. The income tax increase to up to 45 percent 
enacted by the government is “unnecessary, superfluous, 
and unmanageable,” thundered the president. 


A president like Walesa would come in the very nick of 
time for Germans. The wage and salary notices for 
January are being mailed out—and the tax shock is 
there. But only the Federation of Taxpayers is becoming 
incensed over the crushing tax burden, not the high- 
ranking politicians. 

The citizens are having to pay more and more into the 
structure of the welfare state. The government now 
collects over 47 percent of their pay for taxes, social 
insurance, and other levies. And its return service is 
becoming ever slimmer: Debt servicing and the bureau- 
cratic apparatus swallow up a large part of the additional 
revenue. 
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For the first time in the history of the Federal Republic, 
a level of taxes has been reached—with the soliaarity 
surcharge, elderly care insurance, and rarsing the rate 
limit of contributions to social insurances—which the 
taxpayer will no longer accept. Karl Heinz Dacke. pres- 
ident of the Federation of Taxpayers. complains, “the 
citizens are being bled as never before.” 

Indeed: Since 1991, the series of tax increases has not 
ceased. Federal Finance Minister Theo Waigel greatly 
tightened the excise tax screw-—value added tax and 
mineral oils and tobacco taxes rose considerably. The 
insurance tax has now more than doubled, from 7 to 15 
percent; the regular rate of property tax on net worth was 
raised to | percent in January, and the so-called soli- 
darity surcharge of 7.5 percent of tax liability, which vas 
levied in 1991 and 1992, has been back again since the 
beginning of the year. 


To finance the costs of German unity, politicians also 
dipped into the coffers of social insurance. The disas- 
trous consequence: The trend of higher contribution 
rates fer health, pension, and unemployment insurance 
continues. The rate limits for contributions are also 
being pushed up year after year. And if contributions are 
lowered, as pension insurance was at the beginning of the 
year, the total burden rises anyway—this time as a result 
of the newly initiated elderly care insurance. This new 
obligatory social insurance could soon turn out to be the 
driving rate of the tax burden. As early as 1996, the 
contribution rate is to increase from 1.0 to 1.7 percent. 


In other areas, too, the skimming off is proceeding 
briskly: According to CDU [Christian Democratic 
Union] plans, in the future, rather than the unconstitu- 
tional coal tax, consumers will pay an electricity tax. It is 
almost self-evident that the new levy will be more costly 
for households than the old one. In Saxony, they have 
again dug up the idea of a social tax for non-believers, in 
which the tax advantage to those not belonging to a 
church would be wiped out. 


The promise of the Bonn coalition that achievement will 
be rewarded sounds like mockery to the ears of citizens, 
when now over 60 pfennigs of every German mark [IDM] 
of additional carnings go to the state. According to a 
study by the Rhine-Westphalian Institute for Economic 
Research (RW1) in Essen, in 1993 almost 7 percent o¢ 
west Germans and over 2! percent of cast Germans 
suffered under this crushing burden. Neither for the 
social assistance recipient in Berlin nor the manager in 
Frankfurt is it worth the trouble to make more money. 

How little remains from a 3-percent pay raise 1s demon- 
strated for WIRTSCHAFTSWOCHE in sample calcula- 
tions done by the Federation of Taxpayers’ Karl-Bracuer 
Institute: In the case of a Wiesbaden employee (married, 
two children, DM8,000 gross income). the state leaves 
him precisely DM12.61 of the additional DM240. His 
colleague in Dresden (married, two children, DM6.500 
gross income) fares even worse: Because the Saxon has to 
pay the elderly care insurance alone, only DM!.29 
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remains of a salary increase of DM195. For successful 
two-income families (one child, DM20,000 gross 
imcome), even a 3-percent pay raise is not enough to 
appease the state's growing appetite for money: They are 
ieft with a deficit of DM 339 in their pockets. Their total 
burden—from the waste removal levy to the tex on 
interest discounts—is almost 54 percent. 


Even for those with average incomes, the tax rate #* now 
over 47 percent, almost 10 percentage points higt.er than 
at the be,.. ning of the Kohl era—and this does not even 
include the employers’ contribution to social imsurance, 
which the employee also hac to earn by his work. 
According to taxpayer-lobbyrst Dacke, the state ts 
pushing “at the limits of the constitution™; the Basic Law 
guarantees the citizen “considerably more than half of 
his earned income.” Constitutional jurist Rupert Scholz 
does not share this interpretation. But the CDU politi- 
cian admits: “The limits of what is politically tolerable 
hav: oeen reached.” 


No doubt about it: Germans have had it once and for all 
with paying taxes. This ts indicated by a representative 
poll conducted by the Cologne Research Office for 
Empirical Socioeconomics: 72 percent of citizens in the 
old and the new laender consider their tax burden “too 
high”—in 1990, only 54 percent of west Germans were 
of that opinion. The “price/benefit ratio,” observes RWI 
tax expert Hans Dietrich von Loeffelhoiz, “is, for many, 
out of kilter.” West Germans especially feel “doubly 
penalized.” The tax burden is growing while public 
services are being cut. According to the Cologne poll, 
over 60 percent of citizens now believe that public 
services amount to less than their own tax payments. 


The situation this year is worst of all for Berline is. Not 
only did they lose the last 2 percent of the formerly 8 
percent Berlin allowance to their pay. Now west Ber- 
liners carefully skirt deep potholes in the surface of the 
city’s autobahn, and east Berliners have to resign them- 
selves to the fact that it will take a few more years to get 
decent streetlighting. Nonetheless, the city state takes 
money wherever it can—everything is getting more 
expensive, from commuter transport to garbage removal 
and admission fees to swimming pools. 


Most communities have no new ideas on how to econo- 
mize—but they are more and more innovative in how to 
create new sources of revenue: Hamburg charges fees of 
between DM50 and DM5,000 if private alarm systems 
annoy the neighborhood. The White-Blue [Bavarian] 
hamlet of Bayrischzell invented a cross-country skiing 
tax for nonresidents; the Lower Saxony town of Georgs- 
marienhuette raised its admission fees to the indoor 
swimming pool by 20 percent—and cut back the hours it 
is open to the public. 


In Pirmasens, Rhineland- Westphalia, budget cuts will be 
made in adult evening classes, an increase in the land 
tax, and a doubling of reminder fees for city libraries 
because the city fathers of the crisis-ridden former U.S. 
military garrison erected themselves a monument: Last 
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year, tor DM13 millon, the barren drill ground was 
transformed into a rose-colored layout in the style of St. 
Peter's Square in Rome, since then, the city budget has 
been a deep red. 


The residents of the wealthy North Rhine-Westpha ian 
capital, Duesseldorf, are fearing for their renowned wt 
gallery, which a few Social Democrats—“cultural Philts- 
tines,” as Art Gallery Director Juergen Harten states. on 
the record—want to close and tear down. 


A promising way for communities to make local obliga- 
tory levies morc progressive has been found in kinder- 
garten contr’butions. More and more communities are 
basing the fees for day care centers on the parents’ 
income, thereby increasing the already high progression 
in income tax, further leveling the incomes of their 
citizens. The city t-easurer of the banking center Frank- 
furt/Main, Tom Koenigs, has even managed to get the 
blessing of the Hessian administrative court for this. 


In the new laender, taxpaying citizens can hardly expect 
any services any more. True, Saxony-Anhalt indulged in 
the restoration, true to the original, of the Baroque Hegel 
Street for DM10 million. But day care centers are being 
closed left and right, and street lights are being discon- 
nected in Brandenburg. And waste and sewage fees are 
soaring everywhere. An east German must pay up to 
DM8 for one cubic meter of waste water—in west 
Germany it is an average of DMS. 


“Worst of all is that the individual has hardly any influ- 
ence any more over his tax burden,” says the Federation of 
Taxpayers. Cologne residents have been experiencing that 
first-hand for years. Only a few years ago, Cologne's 
environmental! politicians sermonized that higher levies in 
the disposal sector could be avoided only by cutting back 
on garbage. Today the citizens know they have been lied 
to. Because they separate their trash so carefully, garbage 
removal and dumping grounds are no longer fully utilized. 
But operating costs are climbing, and so are costs for 
garbage removal—by 22 percent. “Cutting back on garbage 
is not worth the trouble,” complains Petra May, Greens 
member of the city council. 


Neither is garbage collection, it seems: The residents are 
also plagued by poor service. It is not only Cologne 
residents who complain that their garbage men are doing 
less and less for the high fees. There were even 
unpleasant scenes in Frankfurt’s Brueckenstrasse when 
citizens tried in vain to get the garbage men to empty 
their—properly paid for—garbage cans. 


The fee payers cannot fire their garbage men. But wher- 
ever the citizen can follow up his disgruntiement with 
deeds, he does so. Since the beginning of the year, 
thousands have left churches, trade unions, and parties. 
For Stefanie Wahi of the Institute for Economics and 
Society (IWG) in Bonn, this is a “good indicator” of a 
collective withdrawal movement. 
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Saving on taxes has become a national sport. According 
to the Cologne poll, half of all citizens look for ways to 
“exhaust all tax savings possibilities.” To evade the tax 
man, thousands of dentists, attorneys, and master 
craftsmen are plunging into risky ship investments, film 
productions, or real estate projects. Even tax fraud is 
considered a pardonable offense. “Anyone who does not 
cheat on his taxes deserves orly pity,” opine 43 percent 
of Germans; 10 years ago, it was only 23 percent. About 
two-thirds of those polled indicate that they consider tax 
fraud to be less an infringement of the law than an 
expression of cleverness. 


It is no longer only those with high incomes, such as race 
car driver Michael Schumacher or talk-show hostess 
Ma_-garethe Schreinemakers, who are establishing a tax- 
free domicile in Monaco, or in Belgium at a low fat tax 
rate. Ordinary citizens too are looking for, and finding, 
their tax oases. 


By moonlighting, for instance. Starting this year, the tax 
system will hardly offer an incentive to improve one’s 
net income through overtime or a legal second job. In 
Germany even today, as much as 10 percent of the gross 
national product bypasses taxes and social insurance— 
and it is not just craftsmen who fear this ratio will 
increase further this year. 


Even worse: Behavior patterns being practiced today will 
not be given up once the solidarity surcharge is abol- 
ished. Anyone who emigrates to Belgium today will not 
return. Not a single German mark comes back from 
Luxemburg. Says RWI researcher von Loeffelholz: 

“Decisions to avoid taxes have a long-term effect,” the 
financial basis is “curtailed” permanently. 


The Council of Experts’ dire prediction is that financial 
policy could fall into a vicious circle. Because the hoped- 
for revenue increases fail to materialize, the tax man 
keeps tightening the tax screw more and more. “If the 
state goes too far and frightens the citizens,” says finance 
expert Kurt Schmidt, “it loses its legitimacy.” For IWG 
researcher Wahl, the relationship is already “on the 
razor's edge.” For many taxpayers the state is now just a 
“money eating machine.” 


Thus the entire economy could go astray. Norbert Wal- 
ter, chief economist for Deutsche Bank, fears that 
instead of developing and manufacturing competitive 
products, minimizing the tax burden is becoming more 
and more important. Since the shadow economy “must 
function secretly,” financial expert Schmidt expects eco- 
nomic distortions to occur. In the long term, there is the 
threat of losses in growth, because “there are hardly any 
innovations in moonlighting” (Schmidt). 

Already this year, the solidarity surcharge is dampening 
the increase in the gross domestic product. Because of 


weak consumption, the 1995 growth rate will be lower by 
about 0.5 percentage points. If the tax surcharge has to 
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be continued “for 10 t. 12 years,” as Schleswig- 
Holstein’s Minister President Heide Simonis expects, it 
will cost several hundred thousand jobs. 

Economists are agreed that austerity measures are 
unavoidable. The tax ratio, admonishes Bundesbank 
President Hans Tietmeyer, is “unequivocally too high” 
in Germany. To secure the competitiveness of the indus- 
trial base and the stability of the German mark, the 
currency guardian demands that the Federal Govern- 
ment, the laender, and communities cut “expenditures 
on consumption.” “A finance policy for more growth 
and employment,” demands the Council of Experts in its 
latest report, “must lower the burden of taxes and levies 
on earned income.” 


Herbert Spaeth, president of the Central Association of 
German Craftsmen, also appealed helplessly to the chan- 
cellor. The latter had declared in 1982 that a government 
tax rate of more than 50 percent was nothing but 
socialism. 

However, 51 percent of all Germans are way beyond 
that—without causing Kohl any ideological crisis. On 
the contrary: Theo Waigel’s tax “curve,” which could 
greatly burden low-income wage-earners, and the limita- 
tion of married couples’ filing separately have advocates 
across all the parliamentary caucuses. Bonn’s chaotic 
CDU/CSU [Christian Social Union] and SPD [Social 
Democratic Party of Germany] financial planners 
develop imagination only when it comes to milking the 
citizens even more. 


In the meantime, the Liberals, have withdrawn, frus- 
trated, from the tax debate: “We no longer have anyone 
with a higher income here since we received the latest 
pay slip,’’ heckles Walter Doering, Baden- 
Wuerttemberg’s parliamentary caucus leader. 


[Box, p 23] 
Hefty Tax Revenues 


With the planned 1996 tax rate, Federal Finance Min- 
ister Theo Waigel hopes to provide relief especially to 
low-income earners. Those earning the precise subsis- 
tence level minimum, which is DM12,042 per year, will 
profit most by it: As of 1996 these people will receive a 
tax credit of DM272—100 percent of their present tax 
liability. 

According to the finance ministry’s proposal, tax relief 
quickly shrinks with rising incomes. This also applies to 
relatively low incomes. Example: With a taxable income 
of DM23,000, the tax relief is reduced to DM520. 


The new rate affects pay raises even more rigidly. To 
limit the tax revenue shortfalls of the government and 
laender to DM1S5 billion if possible, the tax man helps 
himself liberally. With a taxable annual income of 
DM23,000, only DM41.99 remain of a DM100 pay 
increase. The remainder—58.01 percent—goes to taxes 
and social levies. 
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Meager Balance—What remains of a DM100 Pay 
Increase under Waigel’s 1996 Tax Rate 



































Gross pay raise 100.00 
Minus: 

Wage tax 32.80 
Church tax 2.95 
Solidarity surcharge 2.46 
Pension insurance 9.30 
Unemployment insurance 3.25 
Health insurance 6.75 
Elderly care insurance 0.50 
Net gain 41.99 





Source: Karl-Braeuer Institute of the Federation of Taxpayers 





Tax Expert’s Policies Questioned 


95EN0119B Duesseldorf WIRTSCHAFTSWOCHE in 
German No 4, 19 Jan 95 pp 22-23 


{Article by Konrad Handschuch: “Tax Policy: Zeitler’s 
Untidy Legacy”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The dashing Bavarian’s path 
through life has evidently followed only one direction: 
steeply upward. Franz-Christoph Zeitler even graduated 
from high school summa cum laude. In Bavaria that is 
enough for a royally endowed scholarship and a room in 
the Maximilianeum, the Bavarian Landtag enthroned 
high above the Isar River. There, not only did the law 
student live side by side with the government greats of 
the CSU [Christian Social Union], he also managed to 
become deputy executive committee chairman of the 
Young Union [CSU youth affiliate]. 


His political involvement was highly beneficial for his 
career in the Bavarian finance ministry. Only a simple 
desk officer in 1975, this talented official stormed up the 
career ladder. As early as December 1990, Zeitler had 
become head of the Munich tax department. 


Following the formation of the government in Bonn 
during the same year, when Theo Waigel was urgently 
searching for a suitable aide for his finance ministry, the 
selection was not difficult. The promotion to assistant 
secretary in the Bavarian finance ministry did not take 
place—-Zeitler became state secretary in Bonn. But what 
for all other civil servants is the apex of their dreams, 
was again just a way station for the superman: Bavarian 
Minister President Edmund Stoiber and CSU chief 
Waigel placed the civil servant with the exceptional 
career in the presidential chair at the Munich regional 
central bank—as a reward for successes in Bonn. 


Yet Zeitler’s work in the federal capital has been any- 
thing but uncontroversial. The fact that economics pro- 
fessors, high ranking officials in the financial 
administration, and tax advisers can think only of the 
word “chaos” as a synonym for German tax law has 
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miraculously not tarnished Zeitler’s brilliant image as an 
outstanding tax expert with an excellent feel for politics— 
although Waigel’s star pupil made significant contribu- 
tions to the universally deplored ravaging of the tax laws. 


Their “system orientation,” compizins Heidelberg 
finance expert Manfred Rose, has lately “been given up 
more and more.” In its place, according to Rose, “a 
chaotic regulation muddle” has developed. The head of 
the tax trade union, Eberhard Geyer, complains that the 
income tax law, in particular, has deteriorated into an 
“unruly monster.” Karl Heinz Daeke, president of the 
Federation of Taxpayers, sees the tax chaos as an 
“unbearable burden on administration, enterprises, and 
citizens.”’ Klaus Altehoefer, president of the Freiburg 
regional finance office, criticizes the “no longer tolerable 
enforcement deficits.” 


A condition to which Zeitler contributed diligently. 


The latest example: The 1996 income tax rate, praised by 
the federal finance minister as “squaring the circle,” 
with which the Federal Government hopes to comply 
with the enjoinder by the Constitutional Court to cease 
taxing subsistence levels of income in the future 
(WIRTSCHAFTSWOCHE 51/1994). True, with this 
“roguery”’ (Rhineland-Palatinate Finance Minister 
Gernot Mittler) Zeitler—upon orders from above— 
spared the coffers of the government and laender. But in 
the opinion of expert Peter Bareis, once highly regarded 
by Zeitler, the 1996 tax rate that has evolved in this 
manner is good enough only “for the wastepaper 
basket.” And in the finance ministry, officials are 
already brooding over a remedy for the fiercely attacked 
“Zeitler Curve.” 


Experts had already found earlier that good advice does 
not count for much in Waigel’s ministry. Even with the 
transitional solution, which the Constitutional Court 
prescribed for particularly low incomes as of 1993, 
concern about its financing ranked first. Without scru- 
ples, Zeitler first raised the marginal tax rate for incomes 
barely above the subsistence level to over 60 percent, 
invented for the transition period of three years the 
totally new concept of income from gainful activity, and 
suddenly taxed pensions and interest income that had 
previously been tax free. The consequence: Many thou- 
sands of pensioners and minimum wage earners, who 
had previously had hardly any dealings with the tax 
office, were now having to fill out income tax forms. 


Under the motto, “the end justifies the means,” Waigel’s 
state secretary, who, in his Bavarian costume of leather 
knickers, traditional jacket, and hat decorated with a 
shaving brush’, never misses a CSU party congress, has 
also fulfilled some of his minister's other wishes. For 
instance, when tax relief for enterprises had to be pro- 
vided for by any and all means in the law securing the 
industrial base, Zeitler invented the split income tax 
rate. Gone was the iron principle, customary in all 
industrial countries, of subjecting all possible income 
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types to the same tax burden. Now the courts are 
brooding over disputes regarding demarcations of the 
various types of income. “In tax policy, Germany is a 
developing country,” tax jurist Joachim Lang has been 
complaining ever since. 

Zeitler’s interest discount tax also remained a patch- 
work. Despite the most intensive efforts, Waigel has, to 
this day, not managed to secure international acceptance 
of the German legislation through a harmonized Euro- 
pean tax on interest. The result: First, thousands of the 
well-off were given an incentive for tax evasion in the 
amount of billions, and later the state prosecutors were 
induced into massive raids of German banks. 


Commentary: NATO’s ‘Willygate’ Claes Should 
Resign 


AU0303113095 Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 
3 Mar 95 pl 


[Commentary initialed “smi”: ““Willygate’”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Can NATO afford to have a 
secretary general with a selective memory? Willy Claes, 
who has been in office since September, indeed forgot 
that he discussed with party friends the sum of 2.5 billion 
German marks that the Italian company Agusta was 
forcing upon them somewhat more than six years ago. 
Agusta wanted to sell helicopters to the Belgian Army 
and was generously handing out “donations to the 
party.” He had never heard of it, Claes, who was deputy 
prime minister and one of the leading Flemish socialists 
at the time, affirmed. Bad luck for him: Eager friends 
from the party helped him to remember. Belgium now 
has its “Willygate,” and Claes now stands in the center of 
an intricate corruption affair that has bothered Belgium 


for years. 


It is a pity about the man, who almost became a 
conductor and composer, while, instead his career led 
him from being his country’s youngest minister to the 
top of NATO. He was about to control the alliance with 
the same skills as the kettledrums and trumpets of an 
orchestra. Yet, he who conducts symphonies, maybe 
even without a score, is not permitted to have any gaps in 
his memory. Willy Claes no longer belongs at the con- 
ductor’s rostrum of NATO. 


Commentary Views Havel’s Rejection of Sudeten 
Claims 


AU0103173495 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German ! Mar 95 p ! 


[Commentary by Johann Georg Reissmueller: “Havel’s 
Speech and the Shortcomings”} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In the dispute between the 
Czechs and the Sudeten Germans over the expulsion of 
the Germans and its conclusions, weak spots have 
become obvious on both sides. Yet never before have 
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they been so clearly recognizable as in the speech on 
Czech-German relations that President Havel recently 
gave at Prague University. 


At the very beginning of his presidency, Havel expressed 
his moral disapproval of the expulsion of the Germans 
from his country but avoided expressly describing Pra- 
gue’s official decisions, on which the action was based, as 
unlawful. Peuple in Germany agree that the expulsion 
was unlawful. It is not only today that the legal concepts 
of the civilized world regard the deportation of peoples 
and ethnic groups as unacceptable. It is obviously an 
answer to it that Havel speaks of the “continuity of the 
legal order” of his state and of “legal acts that were 
legitimately passed by parliament.” Still, does something 
become lawful only because it has become enacted in a 
law or decree? What the Czech president said sounds as 
if the Czechoslovakia of the postwar years could not 
have done wrong or passed unjust laws. 


He may have wanted to support this questionable posi- 
tion by pointing to the “foundation of Europe's postwar 
order,”” which must not be challenged. Here one has to be 
careful. That postwar order included the Sovict Union's 
rule over large parts of Europe, which the free world had 
the duty to challenge constantly. Havel may only have 
been thinking of the decisions of the Potsdam Confer- 
ence. But could the major powers, including the Soviet 
Union, not make decisions that were unjust? 


The Czech president accuses large parts of the former 
German minority in his country of having opted for 
Hitler’s Nazism; the “postwar resettlement” cannot be 
solved outside the context of this fatal mistake. Here 
Havel is pointing to grave misbehavior on the part 
of—declining—parts of the Sudeten Germans. With a 
clear conscience they are pretending that the 1945 expul- 
sion hit them completely out of the blue. But they forget 
something. The support for Hitler in autumn 1938 was a 
terrible mistake. It is immoral to ignore or play down the 
sufferings of the Czech people under the violent Nazi 
German rule or the displacement of many Czechs from 
Sudeten areas in autumn 1938. This cannot be changed 
by any appropriate references to the unfair treatment of 
Germans in the first Czechoslovakia. 


Yet, anyone who on the Czech side regards the wrongs of 
the Sudeten Germans as a case of unique, unforgivable 
guilt, which justifies the severest punishment—collective 
deportation—should also take a look at the history of his 
own people in our century. In May 1946, four out of 
every 10 Czechs freely voted for the Communists, the 
commissioners of the murderous Soviet Union. These 
communists could probably count on the majority of 
Czech labor and large parts of the Czech intelligentsia in 
demolishing democracy, which was already restricted, in 
February 1948. These were terrible, consequential 
errors. Yet, what conclusions should be drawn? Should 
Prague, which was freed from communism in 1990, have 
collectively deported the Czech working class? Prague 
never considered revenge—in whatever way—against 
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those who participated in the events of May 1946 and 
ey 1948 or supported them. Yet, the expelled 

Sudeten Germans are denied the admission that their 
collective deportation was wrong. 


Havel has said that the era of apologies should end. 
Indeed, one day it will have to be over. Yet, who in 
Prague, apart from President Havel and the Catholic 
bishops’ conference, has so far condemned the expulsion 
of the Germans? One can hardly say that enough regrets 
have been expressed. 


President Havel vehemently rejects the material claims 
of Sudeten Germans. But the Czech state might have 
come up with a symbolic gesture. Yet it was wrong from 
the very beginning to ask for more. What stands against 
the old ownership rights of Sudeten Germans is the time 
factor, which has created new rights for Czechs. Besides, 
from the very beginning it was clear that all claims for 
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compensation toward the Czech state would be hope- 
less.The entire dispuie over property has achieved 
nothing other than to make both sides more uncompro- 
mising. Those Czechs who might have been ready to call 
the expulsion dubious did not do so because they feared 
that it might promote material claims by Sudeten Ger- 
mans. Claiming a right to return (without restitution) for 
those expelled could have been considered, although it 
was also wrong. For a long time to come, the Czech 
nation will not be ready to live together happily in 
villages and towns with Sudeten Germans who have 
returned and their descendants. Why ask for something 
that lack all the necessary conditions? 


Havel’s speech was almost unanimously acclaimed in his 
country, but it caused a lot of disappointment in Ger- 
many. Even if this is not what the president meant. the 
best one can make of it is to take from it what the Czechs 
and Germans have failed to give each other to this day. 
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U.S. Spying Activities ‘Far From Minor’ 


BR0203 163495 Paris LE MONDE in French 2 Mar 95 
pp 1, 15 


[Article by Edwy Plenel: “The Spy, the Diplomat, and 
the Journalist”’] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] So secrets behind the affair of 
the U.S. spies in France are supposed to have covered an 
open secret: The revelations garnered by LE MONDE 
would be the mere product of a government scrambling 
to divert attention from an embarrassing wire-tapping 
soap opera. Shared by many analysts, taken up by TIME 
magazine in its issue dated 6 March, there is nothing 
shocking about the hypothesis: The magnitude, quality, 
and accuracy of a piece »_ f information—which justify its 
publication—should not prevent one from wondering 
how it found its way from secret to revelation, from 
darkness to light. Indeed, this is exactly what this news- 
paper did on the very day U.S. impudence and French 
annoyance were disclosed. 


However—and irrespective of the fact that the “diver- 
sion” failed to work, since the wire-tapping issue has 
now found its way to the National Assembly—the time 
may have come, now that the domestic furor has blown 
over, to look at the question the other way: Could not 
insistent finger-pointing toward [Interior Minister] 
Charles Pasqua as the initiator of a clumsy leak have 
been a way to minimize the import of an unprecedented 
espionage affair uncovering hitherto hidden aspects of 
the new, post-Cold War geopolitical landscape? Lost in 
its internal quarrels, the French public has failed to see 
beyond appearances: It has been looking for the origin of 
the leaks rather than analyzing their relevance. And this 
relevance has just been confirmed by another U.S. 
magazine, NEWSWEEK, whose March 6 cover story 
deals with the uncovering of CIA activities in France, 
under the headline (America’s) “New Diplomacy,” these 
activities being summed up as follows: “Uncle Sam as 
Sales Rep.” The U.S. magazine ponders this “velvet 
war” between allied nations which, since the fall of the 
Berlin wall, has succeeded the Cold War during which 
those same allies were united against a common foe, the 
Soviet Union. [passage omitted] 


Under the generic heading of “competitive intelligence,” 
the U.S. intelligence agency is directly involved in this 
secret trade war. And it is precisely this new reality 
which the painstakingly documented DST [Directorate 
of Territorial Security] file has so dramatically exposed. 


The three issues uncovered by the French counterintel- 
ligence services are far from minor. Some of the U.S. 
agents had been tracked by French counterspies since 
1992. It was in connection with a number of ministry 
staff appointments, at the time of the constitution of the 
Balladur government, in 1993, that the Right heard of 
these investigations begun when the Left was in power: 
The DST informed the government that some appoint- 
ments were inappropriate as the individuals involved 
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had been maintaining excessively close links with the 
United States. Until then, recruitment attempts— 
through seduction or lucre—of ministry staff members 
by foreign services had been a cause for worry only when 
emanating from former Soviet bloc countries. 


This time the French found that in the very midst of the 
GATT talks, secret meetings had been taking place in 
hotels in the greater Paris area, during which French 
nationals underwent patient questioning from CIA 
agents about hidden aspects of the French strategy. The 
French thus discovered that the ambitions of a number 
of French companies—France Telecom, for instance— 
on foreign markets had been thwarted thanks to infor- 
mation obtained internally by the CIA. 


These are not the only issues being looked at. The DST is 
convinced that a famous private sector business investi- 
gation agency has links with the CIA. Its findings alleg- 
edly contributed to the predicament currently affecting 
the French consortium Schneider and its leader, Didier 
Pineau-Valencienne: The findings of a Belgian magis- 
trate, which led to charges being brought against Mr. 
Pineau-Valencienne, seem to have been conveniently 
substantiated by this agency, in a bid to clear the way for 
Schneider’s U.S. competitors. According to the same 
source, there is also strong DST interest in an interna- 
tional lawyers’ firm based in the United States, which 
has been launching clever attacks against a number of 
French companies. 


Mercantile World 


Of course, diplomatic relations between France and the 
United States cannot be reduced to this war behind the 
scenes. Indeed, this is exactly what [U.S. Trade Secre- 
tary] Ron Brown says in his interview with NEWS- 
WEEK, adding to the U.S. Administration’s new trade 
strategy new themes which he also considers are “very 
important”: human rights, democratization, social 


development, armament control. 


Thus one can understand the exasperation of French 
diplomats absorbed in talks on European defense. the 
Bosnian situation, and so on—all issues in which the 
French-U.S. alliance remains a crucial factor—who feel 
disturbed by what they consider trifling matters. Never- 
theless, they would be ill-advised not to take a close look 
at the new U.S. policy and such components of it as may 
prove destabilizing for traditional diplomacy. 


The post-1989 world is a world uniformly based on 
trade, unified by the globalization of trade relations and 
economic interdependence. In such a context, mercantile 
rivalries can sometimes displace political interests. 


National interest is not only about diplomacy: There is 
also commercial self-interest, which sometimes compro- 
mise arrangements patiently negotiated through the 
usual channels. Indeed, our diplomats are well aware of 
this, and they have not been waiting for revelations 
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about CIA maneuvers before they integrated trade inter- 
ests in their mandate. The most that can be said here is 
that the United States and France are rather unevenly 
matched. 


French Exasperation 


This is why, now that Mr. Balladur has called on all his 
ministers to remain silent on the issue, one should not 
underestimate French exasperation. The interior min- 
ister did not single-handedly decide twice to summon the 
U.S. ambassador in Paris, an unusual procedure which 


Chirac supporters—when he sent a written notice 
demanding that five U.S. agents be recalled. And if there 


unaccommodating, as they had not complied with the 
French request. 

“The Americans are going too far,” government sources 
told this newspaper amidst gales of outrage elicited by 
Mr. Pasqua’s Dakar statements. ““We are their allies, no 
doubt about it, but we are not their vassals.” And no 
observer failed to notice that the communique issued by 
the prime minister's office in an attempt to put an end to 
the controversy places great emphasis on the golden rule 
in French-U:S. relations: “mutual respect of each other’s 
national interests.” 

To the very French pastime that consists in looking for 
the source of this or that revelation, one should oppose 
the essence of journalism: Illuminating information, 
relevant through that which it uncovers about what goes 
on behind the scenes. Indeed, informing our fellow 
citizens about the “velvet war” which is being waged by 
allied nations in a world reunified by the market 
economy was far from pointless an exercise. 


Balladur Shrugs Off Unfavorable Polls, Sees 
Victory 


LD0203235495 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 2300 GMT 2 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] For the first time the opinion 
polls are pointing to Jacques Chirac as the winner of the 
presidential election. A CSA poll carried out yesterday 
and today on a sample 01 1,000 people for France Inter, 
France-3, and LE PARISIEN gives Jacques Chirac 24 
percent of voting intentions on the first round, against 23 
percent for Lionel Jospin, and 20 percent for Edouard 
Balladur. In the second round the poll has Chirac 
defeating the prime minister by 59 to 41 percent, and 
beating Lionel Jospin by 56 to 44 percent. 


Edouard Balladur says he is perfectly confident in the 
outcome of the election. Without mentioning the Chirac 
camp, the prime minister touched an ironic note over the 
way opinion polls are dealt with. Here he is, speaking to 
Elise Carian: 


FRANCE 29 


[Begin Balladur recording] I seem to remember that for a 
period of two years, when the opinion polls were 
extremely favorable, people criticized what they called 
the polls-mania, and the manipulation of public opin- 
ion—it felt like something of an excuse. Now I notice 
that people are again believing in the opinion polls. 
For my part, I have not changed my view: I believe that 
there are in our country constant factors in the political 
attitude of the French, in their convictions, and I believe 
that I am confident in the outcome, perfectly confident. 
But I never believed that the fantastic percentage Icads 
being bandied about only a few months ago would ever 
materialize. That is all I have to say on the matter. I do 
not want to start passing comment on opinion polls. [end 
recording] 


Intelligence Reconnaissance Resources Detailed 
BRO0203131595 Paris LE FIGARO in French 2 Mar 95 
pé 


[Report by Thierry d’Athis: “Reconnaissance and Lis- 
tening Resources”) 


{FBIS Translated Text] The DRM [Military Intelligence 
Directorate] and the DGSE [General Directorate for 
External Security] have an extremely wide variety of 


very-high-altitud : 
Tonseall Gaboriel cisceuht specially equiped for tactics 
electronic warfare, in service in the No. 54 Squadron 
“Dunkirk,” based in Metz, and a DC 8 Sarigue long-haul 
jumbo jet equipped with radar jamming and strategic 
electronic collection equipment in service at the Elec- 
tronics Squadron $2 in Evreux. 

This aircraft's mission includes electromagnetic 
searches, interception, and listening into radio transmis- 
sions. It can cover the entire globe. A program costing 
1.3 billion francs is currently under way to improve its 
performance. 


The new Sarigue will be operational in 1999. It 
will have 16 operator stations (compared to nine on the 
Transali Gabriel), analysts/experts in radar listening and 
localization, multilingual operators for radio listening. and 
operations directors. All in all it will have 12 tons of 
hardware of all kinds, including extreme telephoto still and 
motion picture cameras. The DRM can also make use of 
some of the air command surveillance system resources, 
namely the four AWACS radar aircraft in Avord (Cher). 
These airplanes-—together with other allied aircraft— 
provide 24-hour radar coverage of Bosnia. 

The DRM and DGSE can also use the Navy's electronic 
listening and radar jamming boat, the Berry, and its 
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Breguet Atlantique ATL aircraft. The Minrem program 
will lead to the commissioning of a successor to the Berry 
in 1998. 


Space Intelligence 


Protected transmissions are made via the Telecom- 
Syracuse space network. The latest two Syracuse 2 satel- 
lites will be launched this year and in 1996. They will 
represent a considerable step forward compared to the 
Syracuse | : with more zones covered, improved 
links and interoperability with the main allied networks. 
The system will include some 100 receiving stations. 


The services make very frequent use of images retrans- 
mitted by the Spot civilian satellite. Computer interpreta- 
tion is used to enhance the sharpness of these images. 
However, the first purely military and strategic Helios 1-A 
observation satellite (it is meant to have resolution down 
to | m) will be launched in June. France and Europe 
(Helios 1-A is financed by France, Italy, and Spain) will 
finally be able to have real autonomy in strategic space 
intelligence. It was this autonomy that was so sorely missed 
during the Gulf War and recent operations in Somalia, 
Rwanda, and the former Yugoslavia. 


In 2001 France’s space reconnaissance capacity will be 
further boosted with the launch of the Helios 2, which 
will have all-weather infrared search capacity. The Osiris 
radar observation satellite program, which enables accu- 
rate, ongoing observation, will begin development in 
1998. It is scheduled to enter service in 2004. 


Although research into electromagnetic space listening is 
continuing, the Zenon electronic listening satellite was 
not included in the military program law, nor was the 
antimissile reconnaissance satellite program. France has 
highly skilled intelligence officers, but it is nevertheless 
suffering from two weaknesses: resources and structures. 
Major investments are required to maintain all the 
equipment used in intelligence at a proper level— 
equipment which is all at the leading edge of technolog- 
ical research. While efforts are currently being made, 
even more serious efforts will also be necessary. As for 
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structures, it would seem necessary to improve the general 
organization of tasks in order to prevent redundancy. 


A need is starting to be felt for a national orientation and 
coordination structure. Some people who are thinking 
along these lines are looking to create a National Security 
Council. 


New Type of Heroin on Market 


95P20570 Paris LIBERATION in French 9 Feb 95 p 
M14 


[FBIS Translated Excerpts] A brown heroin “cut” with 
thallium—a product used in certain pesticides and par- 
ticularly been discovered in the capital. 
“It is the loss of hair 15 days after the injection that put 
us on the trail, and this is how we reached a diagnostic.” 
At the Fernand-Vidal hospital, a toxicologist refers to the 
three cases of drug addicts who bought from dealers a 
type of heroin “cut” with thallium (a bluish white metal 
that is very malleable and whose toxicity almost equals 
that of lead), a substance used in making pesticides. 
Without the hair, which falls freely, it would be difficult 
to diagnose the presence of thallium in hard drugs, 
because the digestive and neurological symptoms that 
occur after an injection can be confused with those 
caused by other products [passage omitted] 


If heroin is “cut” with products such as caffeine, 
codeine, talcum powder, or lactose, it is particularly 
difficult to identify its origin, because thallium cannot be 
purchased freely. Ii is also difficult for users to detect the 
presence of this “poison.” [passage omitted] 


The reasons for this heroin’s appearance on the market 
remain unclear. According to police reports, this arrival 
seems “marginal,” because “in almost all cases, it is in 
the dealers’ interest to sell good quality drugs and earn 
the maximum.” However, if this heroin generates a 
much more urgent need than “ordinary” heroin, 
repeated use can be deadly. This strange way of keeping 
customers coming back for more is of concern to users, 
and leaves the door open to the wildest suppositions as to 
the reasons for dealing this cocktail. 
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Berlusconi Backs Budget, Attacks Media Bill 


BR0203120095 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Italian 2 Mar 95 p 3 


[Report by Maurizio Caprara: “Berlusconi: The Equal 
Access Bill Is Bulgarian”) 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Rome—lIn the end, in other 
words at the end of this particular battle in the long war, 
the line put forward by Christian Democratic Center 
deputy Francesco D’Onofrio—proud to have been a 
Christian Democrat [member of former Christian Dem- 
ocratic Party}—prevailed among the former majority. 
The position can be summed up thus: We must avoid 
seeming to be the ones putting the brakes on [Prime 
Minister] Lamberto Dini, we must concentrate on the 
prime minister, on helping push his program through, 
and put off presenting any unyielding front to [Presi- 
dent] Oscar Luigi Scalfaro on the date of an early 
election until after that. “We do not approve of the way 
the budget has been organized, but we feel it is necessary 
to approve it,” [Forza Italia leader] Silvio Berlusconi 
said. What about the date of the election you have so 
often called for, even demanded? “There is no need to be 
explicit about the date. Common sense and a sense of 
responsibility must play their part,” the Forza Italia 
leader stated. 


While it is still true that the lack of mutual trust between 
the antagonists over the fate of the legislative term is as 
strong as ever, Berlusconi and [National Alliance Presi- 
dent] Gianfranco Fini’s Freedom Pole has decided for 
the time being not to increase the tension on the eco- 
nomic front. In announcing their support for the budget 
after a meeting with Dini, the two leaders also put 
forward a couple of demands: Parliament must approve 
a law under delegated powers leaving pension reform to 
the government—it must be scheduled for before the end 
of March, Fini stressed; and the economic and financial 
program document on which the 1996 Finance Bill will 
be based must be launched early—by the first few days in 
April. “Our abstention will turn into full-fledged sup- 
port,” the Knight [Berlusconi nickname] said, “only if 
this overall package is accepted.” [passage omitted] 


“Right now there is no democracy in this country” was 
one of the phrases uttered by Fininvest’s owner, like a 
rumble of thunder before the storm. Berlusconi called 
the measures on equal access to the media “far from 
democracy and extremely Bulgarian.” The measures 
were drawn up by the Dini government. The attack went 
on: “It is absurd to allow the same air time to a party 
with 30 percent as to one with only 100,000 votes.” 


[passage omitted] 


After [the meeting with Dini], the Knight used the 
Palazzo Chigi [government seat] press office to illustrate 
his stance on the budget: “Dini toid us that he will 
submit his irrevocable resignation to the chief of state 
once the four points in his program have been accom- 
plished or if it becomes impossible to accomplish them.” 


ITALY 31 


But it is too soon to understand the importance of the 
new direction. In the late afternoon a note issued by 
Palazzo Chigi stated that “the prime minister has taken 
note of the statements made by the Freedom Pole’s 
representatives.” 


Senate Budget Committee Approves Minibudget 
LD0203 164095 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1620 GMT 2 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A short while ago the Senate 
budget committee approved the government minibud- 
get. [passage omitted] 


Poll Shows Dini Most Trusted Leader 


BRO0203135795 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
2-3 Mar 95 p 2 


[Report by Antonio Dipollina: “Increasing Numbers 
Dissatisfied With Berlusconi”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Milan—The budget has cost 
Lamberto Dini 13 percent in terms of the Italian people's 
confidence in him (down from 62 percent to 49 percent.) 
But overall, he remains the politician who enjoys the 
highest level of confidence. In answer to the question 
“which of the two is right?” Scalfaro and Berlusconi 
scored equal, with 41 percent. But will that be enough to 
console the chief of state, in view of the fact that 60 
percent of Italians want an election before the summer? 
And will Silvio Berlusconi call [pollster] Gianni Pilo to 
account for the fact that the proportion of people dissat- 
isfied with his government rose from 36 percent in 
September 1994 to 45 percent 10 days ago? 


The praiseworthy and respected Doxa [opinion poll 
institute] has entered the arena of constant opinion polls 
on the current political situation. Its chairman, Ennio 
Salamon, explained yesterday with some embarrassment 
that it was an unusual decision but that it is now 
necessary to conduct surveys of this kind, too, though 
they represent only “1-2 percent of our work.” Salamon 
added that results such as these must be regarded very 
cautiously, since the figures for politicians’ popularity 
ratings can be affected by just one television appearance 
more or less. 


Still on the subject of opinion polls, yesterday also saw 
the announcement of the establishment of an “Opinion 
Polls Jury” designed to monitor the validity of the 
figures reported in the press and on television, especially 
those concerning politics and elections. The initiative 
was taken by the Italian Marketing Association, and will 
operate in close contact with the media watchdog. 


To return to the Doxa survey, with regard to the level of 
confidence in the most prominent politicians, Dini 
remains in first place with 4.6 [on a scale of 1-10], 
followed by Fini with 4.5, and Berlusconi with 3.6, just 
ahead of D’Alema with 3.5; but Prodi gained a rating of 
4.1, though a very high proportion (26 percent) of 
interviewees admitted their inability to assess his 
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But the “trends” are valid, Salamon said, and a compar- 
ison of Doxa’s wide-ranging survey of | ,011 interviewees 
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Iceland Wants a Vote 
Nordic Council Accepts Reform Compromise a ansitiindaniieitaaiies theantamntenadhensinoms 


BR0303 103795 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 2 Mar 95 p 11 


[Report by Elisabeth Crona: “Nordic Agony Over Deci- 
sion” ] 

{[FBIS Translated Text] Reykjavik—Today the Nordic 
Council will reach a decision in principle in line with the 
reform committee’s proposal. Al! energy away from the 
speaker's rostrum has been devoted to achieving una- 
nimity on major changes to institutions. Norway has 
applied the brakes. Others too have had a fear of making 
a decision. 


The result is that the Council will approve the political 
changes regarding concentration, priorities, and a focus 
on Europe. But decisions about the Nordic Council's 
various committees, the size of the presidum, and other 
organizational issues will be made at a later date. 


The party groupings and the presidium have discussed 


Norwegian Resistance 


But it had reckoned without the members of parliament 
in the national delegations. They had hardly seen the 
proposal before arriving in Reykjavik and major anxiety 
over making a decision spread. 


This was clear from critical remarks on a number of 


Treaty. The critics believe that the reform committee 
had scored a miss. We will put something together 
quickly, was the committee's defense. 

The most important objections can be summarized in 
two points: 


—-Norwegian resistance to a proposal with too strong an 
EU stamp. 

—Fear among those who will lose their niches in the 
present system. 


The proposal means, for example, that the whole of the 
legal committee (and its members) will disappear. 


tives. One amounted to leaving the whole reorganization 
issue to the presidium. This would have meant that no 
decision at all had been made at this meeting—a sign of 
total paralysis of action. The other alternative which was 
pushed mainly by sections of the conservative grouping 
(with the exception of Norway) who wanted a vote issue 
by issue. This would have broken with the very idea of 
consensus in Nordic cooperation and probably would 
have excluded Norway. 


The compromise, consisting of a decision in principle 


“It still means that the Council says yes to the whole 
thrust of the reform committee's proposal,” said the 
Council’s outgoing preside Per-Olof Hakansson 
(Social Democratic Party), ~ sas chaired the reform 
committee. 

“But if anybody comes up with better changes to the 
organization on any point, then we can discuss it, of 
course,” he added. 


Consultations and Hesitancy 


He views Norwegian resistance as the “aftermath of the 
EU referendum and its result” and thinks that the other 
Nordic countries should respect that. Former Minister 
Christoffer Taxell, Finland, currently an outside 
observer who for a long time was in the midst of Nordic 


Compani<cs Not Moving Abroad After No to EU 


BR0303 103895 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
2 Mar 95 p 29 


[Report by Bard Idas: “Flight to EU Nordic Countries 
Fails To Materialize”’] 
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[FBIS Translated Text] Norwegian firms have not been 
moving abroad in the wake of the EU referendum. No 
one has contacted export representatives in Denmark 
and Finland. 


Many local authorities in Denmark in particular had 
hoped that Norwegian firms would relocate there fol- 
lowing the Norwegian referendum. But Copenhagen 
Capacity, which markets 50 local authorities in the 
Copenhagen area, now admits that “Norwegians are not 
the type to ride off the same day they saddle up.” 


Even though major forces in Norwegian economic life 
threatened several times prior to the referendum to 
move if Norway said no, companies have remained at 
home—for the time being at least. 


Many are probably waiting for the outcome of customs 
tariff negotiations between Norway and the EU which 
could start next week. Norway wants to remove the tariff 
barners which went up when Sweden and Finland joined 
the EU. 


But it sometimes seems that Norwegian business has not 
made plans to leave: 


“For the time being at least we have not yet had any really 

serious inquiries from firms who want to establish them- 
me eg Denmark because of the Norwegian no,” said 
John Johnsen, ian Export Council representative 
in Copenhagen. “It might mean that business was putting 
up a smokescreen before the referendum,” he said. 


Danish Offensive 


Immediately after the referendum, almost every commu- 
nity in Denmark produced advertising material which 
was meant to convince Norwegian companies that their 
community was the right one in which to relocate their 
operations. A great deal of this p:omotional material 
landed in the office of the Norweg*e" Export Council in 
Copenhagen. And it is still there—untouched. 


“The expianation is quite obvious,” Johnsen said: “Not 
so much as a comma has been changed in the European 
Economic Area agreement. The conditions for Norwe- 
gian business are the same in Denmark now as they were 
before,” he says. 


Rune Kristoffersen, the Norwegian export representa- 
tive in the new EU country of Finland, has not experi- 
enced any great interest from Norwegian firms since 
New Year either. 


“We have not had a single serious inquiry from firms 
wanting to relocate here. In fact, we have not had 
inquiries from firms wanting strategic evaluations of the 
market either. And this after all the wailing from busi- 
ness before the referendum,” Kristoffersen said. 


There has been a little more interest in moving to 
Sweden, but so far no one has moved over the border. 
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“The tariff negotiations between Norway and the EU are 
what really matter for many, and I get the impression 
that more firms are now sitting on the fence. I think it is 
still too carly to see the consequences of the fact that 
Norway and Sweden chose different forms of association 
with the EU,” said export representative Eivind Nyhuus 
in Stockholm. He reminded us that a number of Norwe- 
gian firms are already established in Sweden through 


“We arranged a conference in Oslo in January on the 


three of them. None of them want to move to Denmark, 
but we are not discouraged,” Karen Drescher, project 
consultant for Copenhagen Capacity assured us. 


“Only three months have passed since the referendum, 
and we do not expect serious Norwegian firms to leave 
the country before they are certain about the future 
prospects in Norway. We are therefore vontinuing our 
long-range marketing work and are now planning to 
install one person in Oslo as our Norwegian contact,” 
Drescher said. 


Sweden 
Daily Regrets Nordic Council’s ‘Approach’ to 
Change 


BR0303075095 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 2 Mar 95 p A2 


[Commentary article by Ingrid Cariberg: “Nordic Ben- 
efit Which Embraces Everything” | 


{FBIS Translated Text] Reykjavik—When the politi- 
cians in the Nordic Council travel home today to their 
respective domestic political debates, they have a session 
behind them where very little of interest happened on 
the speaker's rostrum, but where quite a lot of things of 
interest were decided in the corridors. 


Nevertheless this four-day meeting is viewed as one of 
the most important in the history of the Council. 


It was here, in Reykjavik, that the big push for Nordic 
cooperation would come. It was here that the charge and 
the dynamism would flow out into the plenary assembly. 


adopting fully the proposal for reorganization which the 
joint working group of the Council and the Council of 

group had put forward. The extremely mar- 
ginal changes to the content and organization of cooper- 
ation produced feelings that were much too strong for 
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that, particularly in the Norwegian delegation. All 
important decisions will be put off until the session in 
Kuopio in November. 


If the Council's ncw buzzword—the concept of “Nordic 
benefit”"—had been applied at the meeting, not much 
would have been left. 


The problems are largely to do with the inability that is 
common to all the Nordic countries to determine what 
“Nordic benefit” actually is. Not even the reform group, 
which launched the concept, has succeeded in managing 
this in practical political terms. It has given itself a pat 
on the back for adopting a tough set of priozities among 
the political fields to which the Nordic Council is to 
devote its attention. If you read the report closely, 
however, you find that most stuff is still there, albeit in a 
different order. 


This anxious approach to what politicians should devote 
their attention to at the Nordic level is probably the 


will be felt to be important. And no one would benefit 
from this, not least Norway and Iceland, the most 
reluctant countries when it comes to reform. On the 
other hand, the determination to achieve results is not 
always so strong in the areas which are generally identi- 
fied as the Nordic core: cultural and educational policy. 


cultural display at the book fair in Frankfurt in 1997. 


In this vacuum it is easy to give up and consign Nordic 
cooperation to happier hunting grounds. Despondency 1s 
widespread. But the fact remains: All these ministers, 
parliamentarians, and journalists would not travel to the 
sessions if the Nordic dimension were simply meaning- 
less rhetoric. 


NORDIC COUNTRIES k 
Perhaps some of the anxious to reorganization 
would disappear if the Nordic pressured each 
other into achieving results. As expected, Carl Bildt's 


concern itself with. But this agreement quickly runs out 
when it comes to filling the catalogue with content. 


The proposal to allow the Nordic party groupings to play 
a more dominant role could therefore be the reform 


group’s most important contribution. 

It is also possible, however, to find guaranteed uncon- 
troversial elements which at the same time are of Nordic 
benefit here in Reykjavik. These undoubtedly include 
the report from the Council of Ministers on the ergo- 
nomic qualities of household appliances. 
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% GREECE 


Troubled Relations With Turkey Reported 
9SP20551 


[FBIS Media Note] Greek-Turkish relations continue 
tense as both the United States and the European Union 
(EU) are blamed for recent developments. 


Problem With U.S. 

The principal problem in Greece's relations with the 
United States occurred recently when U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher wrote to Greek Minister of 
Defense Karolos Papoulias to notify him of Washing- 
ton’s intention to decrease U.S. military aid to Greece in 
fiscal 1996, wrote Nikos Marakis in the 5 February 
Athens weekly TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS. Christopher's 
letter, which “was kept secret” until now, explained that 
the reduction is due to the drop in U.S. foreign assistance 
which the Republican-held U.S. Congress is expected to 
enact, as well as to the redistribution of decreased 
resources to countries such as Albania, Bulgaria, and the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) 
now establishing relations with NATO. However, Mar- 
akis commented, there is another, “more specific” 
reason for the drop in U.S. assistance. Washington 
believes that providing aid to Greece means strength- 
ening the Western embargo against Serbia. Washington's 
attitude became clear last year with the law on military 
assistance, which specified that part of the aid would be 
withheld pending submission to Congress of a State 
Department report on the degree of Athens’ compliance 
with the embargo on Serbia, Marakis continued. 
Papoulias reacted to Christopher's letter by assuring him 
once again that Greece is complying with the embargo, 
but expressing his concern over the reduction in military 
assistance, as well as over a possible upset of the 7:10 
relation in the assistance provided to Greece and 
Turkey. While Athens argued that U.S. aid is aimed at 
preserving stability in the area, Greece's demands with 
regard to the 7:10 relation and the decrease in military 
assistance will be “very difficult to satisfy,” Marakis 
contended. According to indications, the Republican 
majority seems poised to reduce foreign assistance by 20 
percent and is shying away from binding obligations 
such as the 7:10 relation. Nevertheless, the elaboration 
of the new law will be lengthy and the process is likely to 
undergo many fluctuations, Marakis concluded. 


Pipeline Project 


An article in the 5 February TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS 
reported that on 6 February, a team of officials from the 
large Latsis business group was expected to submit to the 
European Commission and the European Bank the 
project for the construction of the pipeline for Russian 
oil from Burgas in Bulgaria to is in Greece 
$0 as to obtain partial EU financing. According to the 
article, the project is “gaining ground” and is now in its 
final phase. At the same time, the process of approval for 
the construction of a gas pipeline from Russia to Europe 
that would by-pass Turkey is well underway. “This has 
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not been lost” on Turkey, which has “found still another 
field of competition with Greece,” the article continued. 
In an attempt to become the central link for all networks 
transporting energy from the Caucasus and the Middle 
East to Europe and vice-versa, Turkey is insisting that 
the Caucasus-Mediterranean pipeline be built on its own 

territory despite the fact it would then be 3,000 kms 
aconeehanaih anes taatetieameet nie ait 
larly, Turkey is obstructing the construction of the Bur- 
gas-Alexandroupolis pipeline, even if its yearly flow is 
only 32 million tons of oil, a smal! portion of Russia's 
urkey’s efforts are aimed ai creating a 


Turkey Seen ‘Rewarded 


An editorial in the 4 February Athens daily 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA castigated the four EU “greats” — 
France, Britain, Germany, and Italy—for holding a 
meeting in London to which Turkey was invited and 
promised that the customs union between the EU and 
Turkey will be promoted. Simultaneously, “in a show of 
appreciation for Turkish sensitivity to human rights and 
conciliatory stance on Cyprus,” they promised to grant 
Ankara 500 billion drachmas in the next 5 years, by- 
passing the provisions of the Fourth Financial Protocol 
Greece has veto- 4. The four-nation initiative is meant to 
prove that all EU member countries are “equal,” the 
editorial ironically said, so much so that Greece was not 
even invited to a meeting that dealt with issues of its own 
concern. The four tried to “sweeten the pill” for Greece 
by promising that “negotiations on Cyprus’ EU integra- 
tion will start six months after the end of the 1996 
intergovernmental conference.” Now Ankara can claim 
a victory, while Greece can rightfully be “dissatisfied if 
not angered,” the editorial claimed: the four are 
attempting to hasten the conclusion of the customs 
union with Turkey during the French EU presidency to 
“do business” with Ankara, while simultaneously 
slowing down Cypriot integration, which will apparently 
not occur before 1998. Greece should not be satisfied 
with promises for long-term compensation and should 
mobilize its diplomacy, the editorial concluded. 


Expert Interviewed on Military Capabilities 
9SESOO99A Athens PONDIKI in Greek 26 Jan 95 pp 
14-15 


[Speech by Professor Kostas Tsipis, director of the 

for international security at the Massachussetts 
Institute of Technology [MIT]; in Athens: “A Qualitative 
Change of Direction in Armaments”] 


[Text] Last week National Defense Minister Yerasimos 
Arsenis welcomed an important, but mostly unnoticed, 
visitor. 

This was his old friend, and our “acquaintance,” Pro- 
fessor Kostas Tsipis, who has directed the Program of 
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Science and Technology for International Security at the 
famed Massachussetts Institute of Technology [MIT] for 
the past 12 years. 


This Greek professor, who is at the same time an advisor 
on international security to many organizations, has 
from time to time shared his knowledge of defense issues 
with both Greek and French administrations, while 


serving each defense minister on particular questions, 
such as that of the armaments the country should pursue. 


Besides the “tete-a-tete” and a conversation on substantive 
matters, matters to which we will refer further on, Tsipis 
also made an especially important public declaration. 


In his speech on Monday, at a function of the MIT 
alumni, he gave his own answer to the defense issues that 


occupy our country, proposing specific solutions. 


Voulgaris, and the head of the Air Force General Staff, 
General Tzoyanis, Tsipis asked that: 

We avoid quantitative competition in armaments 
with Turkey, and pursue “qualitative superiority,” 
multiplying our defensive forces with the same out- 
lays currently at our disposal. 

We turn toward “rising” high technology weapons 
systems, and turn away from the purchase of systems 
eS with a tendency to be “sunset” 
such as tanks, ships, and airplanes. 

we proceed toward five specific measures for 
upgrading the Armed Forces, with the most signifi- 
cant measure being perhaps the integration of Army, 
Navy, and Air Force operations. 


However, beyond his public speech, Tsipis, as we said in 
the beginning, also had a crucial meeting with Arsenis 
himself. Of course, it is not possible for details to become 
known, but it seems that Minister Arsenis asked the 
professor three specific things. which reveal, up to a 
point, the current orientation of the Ministry: 


* First, to be briefed “from the source” on new ways of 


fl 


now in the works at the Defense Ministry. 
Tsipis’ speech to the MIT alumni, which at the same 


1. The only neighbor that one could imagine threatening 
the interests of ovr country [Greece] is Turkey. 
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3. Given that the Greek strategic dogma is defensive and 
involves deterrence, Turkey has and will maintain the 
opportunity for surprise in a situation of an armed clash. 


Therefore, military equilibrium, or even superiority. can 
only be acheived through qualitative competition. 
After these general guiding statements, there will follow 
a description of the dimensions of Greek defence, since 
we are all here devotees of quantitative analysis. 


¢ The Army is approximately 100,000 strong, with 187 

generals, 483 sites, and a cost of around 300 billion 

drachmas [dr] in 1994. 

The Navy has 14,200 civilian and military personnel, 

15 officers of the highest rank, and 54 bases, at a cost 

of dr 170 billion in 1994. 

The Air Force is 24,000 strong, with 25 officers of the 

highest rank, fewer than 50 bases and sites, and cost 

dr 230 billion in 1994. 

The Army spent 14 percent of its funds on mainte- 

nance and operation, 34 percent for war materiel 

orders, and 42 percent on salaries. 

The Air Force spent 23 percent of its funds on 

maintenance and operation, 43 percent for war mate- 

riel orders, and 32 percent for salaries. 

. The Navy spent 20 percent of its funds on mainte- 
nance and operation, 44 percent for war matcriel 
orders, and 36 percent for salaries. 


The country's defense cost approximately dr one trillion 
in 1994—dr 746 billion in the national defense budget, 
and over dr 200 billion in loans for procuring weapons 
systems from both home and abroad. 


Of the dr 746 billion, 36 percent went to payments for 
services (wages, etc.), and 40 percent went to toward 
paying off past loans for the purchase of weapons sys- 
tems. So, only only 24 percent remained to cover 
expenses for operational readiness, maneuvers, training, 
the purchase of consumables, etc. The other 76 


is comprised of strictly fixed costs. 
Defense costs were 7.5 percent of the state budget in 
1994, 


Defense costs were 4.1 percent of the gross national 
product in 1994. 
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All of these figures have been submitted to parliament, 
and are therefore verifiable and not classified. 


Thus, the situation today is unfavorable: 


a. With regard to a showdown with the most likely 
adversary. b. With regard to the burden of quantitative 
competition with Turkey on the country’s economy. c. 
With regard to growing future national obligations for 
interest payments and debt service created by procuring 
new weapons systems through loans. 


The good news: It is fortunate that new technologies and 
their application to combat systems are allowing us to 
adopt a new sirategic dogma through the procurement of 
up-and-coming weapons systems, and to cease making 
available the huge outlays required for “sunset” systems. 
We can put into effect: 


a. New strategy and tactics for joint interservice opera- 
tions. 


b. The intensive use of force multipliers. 


Technological developments therefore give us the oppor- 
tunity to apply ourselves to the qualitative improvement 
of our forces, with greater possibilities for success. 


We have NATO, as an example in the past, which, when 
faced with the quantitative superiority of the Warsaw Pact, 
countered with qualitative superiority incorporating: 

a. Force multipliers. 


b. A dogma of mixed interservice operations, “air-land 
battle 2000,” which the allies put into effect with such 
success against Iraq. 


What do I mean by force multipliers? Examples from 
history of “new technology” force multipliers are: 


¢ The use of wireless radio in tanks by Gudderian 
during the blitzkrieg against France in May of 1940 
(using 1,000 less tanks than the French). 

¢ The use in 1939 and 1940 of (still primitive) radar in 
the Battle of England (which fought with a smail 
number of fighter airplanes). 

¢ The use, in 1992, of AWACS by the Americans in the 
Gulf War, which are radar aircraft for lateral obser- 
vation, giving a “satellite” view of the field of battle 
in real time. 

¢ In 1992, the Americans used electromagnetic coun- 
termeasures to control the electromagnetic field to an 
extent that the Iragis were rendered “blind,” “deaf,” 
and “mute.” 

¢ The use, in 1968, of smart weapons guided to their 
targets by laser, which, in Vietnnam, dramatically 
lowered the number of bomber sortees for destroying 
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point targets (a bridge went from 100 to one). (This 
resulted in a proportional reduction in supply needs, 
and therefore in cost and vulnerability.) 


Keeping all of this in mind, it is time for us to also raise 
Kant’s three basic questions: 


e What should we do? 

e« What can we do? 

e What can we hope for with regard to our defense 
policy and our armed forces? 


What should we do? 


a. We must understand that quantitative competition 
with a probable adversary has to stop. 


b. We must cease giving emphasis and priority to 
“sunset,” vulnerable systems, such as tanks, surface 
ships, and aircraft. 

Here are convincing examples of vulnerability: 


The Russian tanks in Chechnya. 

The Iraqi tanks in Kuwait. 

The English destroyers in the Falklands. 

The Turks’ destroyer which they themselves sunk in 

1977. 

e The American cruiser in the Persian Gulf during the 
Iran—Iraq War. 

e Surface ships are even more vulnerable to air- 
to-surface missiles and to cruise missiles (“Exocets,” 
“Harpoons,” and “Tomahawks”’). 

¢ Air-to-air missiles are being perfected (the “AIM 9X 

sidewinder”). The “AIM 9M” had a 89.7 percent 

success rate over the Biga valley [Lebanon] during the 

1983 air battles between Israel and Syria. 


c. We must recognize that “being there with the most 
force,” which is a necessary factor for victory, cannot be 
achieved just by collecting a large number of weapons 
during peacetime; but, it is achieved first of all by 
combining means of information in real time, which will 
tell us where the adversary is and what he is doing, and, 
secondly, by quick accurate weapons. 


For example, We do not also have to have 200 “F-16s” 
in order to confront a strong attack from the east. It is 
sufficient to know at each moment where these planes 
are, where they are going, and what they are doing, and 
to have a smaller number of airplanes, but armed with 
the latest missiles, and having the ability to know where 
they are and where they are going at any moment. 


d. We must constantly strive to improve the battle 
capability of individuals and units, with constant exer- 
cises, higher education, further training of officers, and 
the perfection of integrated systems of command, con- 
trol, communicatons, and intelligence. 
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What can we do? 


1. We should integrate the three service branches, the 
Army, the Navy, and the Air Force, and develop strategy 
and tactics for joint operations. 


2. We should gain the ability to receive real-time visual 
information from both aircrafi and space satellites, as 
well as the ability to transmit this information in an instant 
to battle ready air, sea, and land units, so that they will 
know where the adversary is and what he is doing. 


3. We should obtain the means for intercepting electromag- 
netic signals (radar, communications, etc.), and the means 
for disrupting the adversary’s radar and communications. 


4. We should obtain the latest technology in air-to-land and 
air-to-air missiles capable of being accurately guided on 
target. 

5. We should introduce, on a very wide scale and to all three 
services, the wordwide GPS [Ground Positioning System?], 
which allows the user to find out where he is at any moment, 
within an accuracy of ten meters or better. (Some of you 


already have GPS on your seacraft, but GPS is deployed 
only on a very limited basis in the Greek armed forces.) 


6. We should obtain and widly use simulators for 
training both pilots and tank drivers. 
7.We should obtain AWACS, which can identify the 


positions and activities of any number of the adversary's 
iirplanes in flight within a distance of 200 to 300 km. 


So, new technologies offer us the posibility of dramati- 
cally increasing the effectiveness of our existing forces. 


What can we hope for? 


1. That the leadership of the Armed Forces will have the 
appetite and the strength to take on the difficult task of 
developing the Armed Forces, from their current tradi- 
tional form, into joint operations forces equipped with 
the latest means that technology affords us. 
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2. That the government and the politicians will display a 
consistent interest and support for this task, and, in 
recognition of the officers’ job, will bestow upon them 
the requisite admiration, trust, and gratitude. 


3. That such development of our Armed Forces will, on 
the one hand, deter any threatening adversaries, and, on 
the other hand, will increase the cost effectiveness of our 
our Forces toward the manifold benefit of our country. 


[Box, p 15] 


Some years ago—nine or 10—I happened to be in 
London. I was invited to eat with a group of Turks. It was 
obvious that they were “beys,” some of those who 
actually govern Turkey. What did they say to me? ‘Look 
here, Mr.Tsipis, we know what you think, write, and 
believe. But, you do not have to fear us. We have no 
territorial claims on Greece. Greece is a great country; it 
once had an empire. We also had an empire. You now 
number 10 million, and we number 40 million. In the 
year 2000 we will number 80 million, and we want you to 
listen to us. We want you to ask us. 


The threat we face at this moment is not a territorial or 
similar kind of threat. It is the danger of the Turks’ 
long-term policy, whose goal is to make Turkey the chief 
geopolitical power in the Middle East region, and in the 
area between Europe and Asia in general. 


(From K.Tsipis’ 1992 speech in Athens.) 


Professor Kostas Tsipis was born in Athens. He studied 
nuclear physics at America's Rutgers University and 
Columbia University. Since 1983 he has directed the Pro- 
gram of Science and Technology for International Security 
at MIT, and is an advisor on security and defense issues for 
many international organizations. On occassion he has 
served as a advisor to Greek as well as French administra- 
tions. He is an internationally recognized authority in his 
field, and is a permanent resident of Boston. 
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Golhan Denies Troops Massing on North Iraq 
Border 


TA0303080095 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 2 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] National Defense Minister 
Mehmet Golhan has said that Turkey's infrastructure 
has reached a level where it can meet the basic needs of 
the Turkish Armed Forces [TAF]. He also said that it is 
strategically and economically important that the TAF’s 
modernization be carried out through domestic means. 
The defense minister was speaking at a news conference 
in Ankara where he discussed the new law on the 
modernization of the war industry for mobilization and 
war situations. 


Golhan pointed out that certain developments have 
made it necessary to meet the TAF’s needs through local 
industry. He added that as a result of a project conducted 
for this purpose, it has been ascertained that 2,700 
establishments are capable of fulfilling this duty. He 
stressed that the law is clear on the issues related to 
meeting the TAF’s needs. [passage omitted] 


Replying to a question, Golhan said that the production 
of spare parts needed by the TAF will be emphasized in 
the first stage. 


In reply to another question, the national defense min- 
ister said that the TAF is not concentrating troops along 
the northern Iraqi border, adding that operations are 
being conducted to prevent the infiltration of separatist 
terrorist organization members. 


Golhan also said that work is under way in connection 
with the modernization of F-4 warplanes. 


U.S. Approach to Welfare Party Viewed 


NC0203215795 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
28 Feb 95 p 19 


[Second of an unspecified number of installments of an 
article by Rusen Cakir on Welfare Party leader Nec- 
mettin Erbakan’s image in the United States— 
punctuation as published] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Abdurahman Alamoudi [spelling 
as published], secretary general of the American Muslim 
Council, regards the Welfare Party [RP] as the Islamic 
Worid’s “only” or maybe “the last” hope. As far as he is 
concerned, “a Democratic Turkey with the RP in 
power” will set an example to all the Islamic countries. 
We asked a classic question: “Would they [RP] go if they 
fail to win the elections?” Alamoudi’s reply was quite 
clear. He said: “The RP destroying Democracy after it 
comes to power will be catastrophic for Turkey and the 
rest of the Islamic World. The establishment of Democ- 
racy in Islamic lands again will be impossible.” 

Regardless of the fact that they have come from various 
Islamic countries, many U.S. citizens, who are very 
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much like A amoudi, support the U.S. policy on global- 
ization and Democracy. They also support the U.S. 
principles on human rights and the free market system. 
Furthermore, cognizant of the fact that they have very 
little to choose from, they eagerly wait for the adoption 
of the “Islamic Democracy system” in Turkey. 


The Domino Theory 


The “American Muslims” are not the only people who 
hope that the RP will come to power in Turkey. It has 
been observed that certain officials and circles, who are 
influential in U.S. foreign policy, have drawn up a new 
approach that can be called the “domino theory.” They 
are convinced that the implementation of secular prin- 
ciples in Turkey may affect the other Islamic communi- 
ties, just as in dominoes blocks fall on each other one 
after the other. Their conviction is justified by the fact 
that dictators are in power in many of the Islamic 
countries and that the most effective movements in them 
have an Islamic nature. Furthermore, they frequently 
refer to Algeria as an example and draw a very dramatic 
picture of the bloody internal war in that country. 
Regarding Iran, they frequently recall that the U.S. 
policy toward that countrv failed to achieve success 
because Washington insisted on supporting the Shah of 
Iran until the end. 


According to that theory, a possible RP government— 
preferably a coalition—will set an example for the other 
Islamic countries and encourage them to adopt the 
multiparty system. Those who developed the domino 
theory are aware that the RP must first believe in 
Democracy and then prove that with its performance. 
The proverb that must be kept in mind in that regard is 
as follows: The despotic rulers, who come to power 
through the threat of bayonets, may be replaced by 
“elected civilian dictators.” 

The RP approach has created a significant problem for 
the supporters of the theory on the “chain of Islamic 
Democracy.” In view of that, they do not give uncondi- 
tional support to that party, as claimed by certain circles 
in Turkey. They wish to draw the RP to their “line of 
Democracy.” In other words, they wish to convince it to 
adopt a “moderate approach.” 


Kurdish Problem 


Obviously, it is quite clear that the U.S. Administration 
wants the RP, which enjoys the support of more than 20 
percent of the electorate in Turkey, to abandon its 
“radical policies” and adopt a “moderate approach.” 
However, the U.S. foreign policy has not yet effectively 
adopted the “domino theory.” Meanwhile, considering 
the reaction they may be confronted with, the supporters 
of that theory prefer to be cautious. 


As far as the United States is concerned, the question of 
Islam in politics is not Turkey's priority problem. The 
Kurdish problem came up in all our talks in the United 
States. It was apparent that Washington believes thai the 
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Kurdish and the Turkish nationalists must be convinced 
to adopt a moderate approach before an effort is made to 
have the RP change its direction. Apparently, the impor- 
tance that is attached to the RP depends on whether or 
not its behavior contributes toward or harms the effort 
that is made to “find a political solution to the Kurdish 
problem.” We have concluded from our talks that the 
United States does not intend to support “an Islamic 
solution to the Kurdish problem.” 


Washington, which draws up its policies only in accor- 
dance with its own interests and with “Israel's security in 
mind,” regards the RP as an anti-Semitic organization. 
US. officials were angered by Erbakan’s decision to head 
a delegation to Baghdad to hold talks with Saddam 
Husayn during the Gulf crisis. However, they did not 
react to the talks he held with King Fahd when he visited 
Saudi Arabia with the same delegation at the time. 


It is common knowledge that U.S. citizens of Jewish 
origin are very influential in Washington's policy on the 
Middle East. It is also common knowledge that they 
control the major media organs and think-tank establish- 
ments in the United States. Those circles closely watch 
the RP. It cannot be said that they maintain positive 
views on that party's activities. An experienced diplomat 
described two of RP’s most important problems as 
“absence of a young leader” and “anti-Semitism.” He 
clearly said that U.S. businessmen will definitely not 
invest in Turkey if the RP is in power. 


We asked [the U.S. officials] whether they plan to make 
an effort to convince RP Deputy Leader Abdullah Gul, 
who is responsible for that party's foreign relations, to 
adopt a moderate approach toward Israel. They said that 
“Nationalist Action Party Leader Alpasian Turkes is 
trying to do so.” That was a meaningful reply. 


The RP officials are aware that the Western countries 
expect them to make concessions on their policy toward 
Israel. However, they also are aware that they will have to 
abandon all their political principles if they agree to do so. 
In view of that, they try to establish relations with the 
circles in the Western world, the United States in partic- 
ular, which are opposed to the “Zionist hegemony.” 


“Would the Military Forces Intervene?” 


The question we were confronted with in all our talks 
was as follows: ““Would the military forces intervene if 
the RP wins the elections?” A high-ranking diplomat, 
who served in Turkey in the past, confidently said the 
following: “I believe that the RP will play the game in 
accordance with its rules. In view of that, the military 
forces will not intervene. They will, at least, give an 
opportunity to that party.” 


The diplomat was equally confident on another matter. 
He said: “I believe that the RP coming to power is 
impossible.” 
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We asked the diplomat, who also worked with the CIA, 
to explain why he believed that the RP cannot come to 
power. He explained in detail that Democracy has been 
established in Turkey, the people support the center 
parties, and a coalition between the Motherland Party 
and the True Path Party has not yet been tried. He was 
the only official we met in the United States who did not 
like the RP and believed that its popularity will not 
increase anymore. The others reluctantly believed that 
the RP is already “on the stage.” Many of them were 
convinced that measures must be taken to obstruct 
Erbakan and his colleagues. Meanwhile, a small group 
7 looked forward to playing a game of dominoes in 
the future. 


Spokesman on Ties With Armenia; Karabakh 
Conflict 


TA0103183995 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 1510 
GMT I! Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] (AA)—Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Ferhat Ataman has said that Turkey has 
conditions for establishing diplomatic relations with 
Armenia, these being that country’s respect for Azerba- 
ijan’s territorial integrity and its withdrawal from the 
occupied territory. 

Replying to reporters’ questions at his weekly news 
conference, Ataman noted that Armenian respect for the 
territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and its withdrawal 
from the territories it occupies are stipulated in all 
related UN and CSCE resolutions. 


Pointing out that the CSCE is exerting efforts in that 
direction, Ataman said that this process is still con- 
tinuing and that within this framework efforts are being 
made to take certain security building steps in the region. 


Armenian Official 


Ataman stated that Zhirair Liparitian, chief adviser to 
Armenian President Levon Ter-Petrosyan who arrived 
in Ankara last week to participate in a conference, at the 
meetings he held stressed the importance Armenia 
attaches to developing and normalizing its bilateral 
relations with Turkey. 


Ataman quoted the same official as saying that Armenia 
wants a peaceful solution to the Karabakh conflict and 
the continuation of the eight-month-old cease fire. 


Aitaman said that in the talks the Turkish side expressed 
the importance it attaches to securing peace in the 
Caucasus, stressing that Azerbaijan's territorial integrity 
and the inviolability of its borders should be recognized. 
He added that the Turkish side also expressed the need 
for Armenia to withdraw from the Azerbaijani territory 
it has occupied. 


Pointing out that the Armenian side was informed of 
Turkey's readiness to contribute to the security building 
measures in the region, Ataman said that Turkey is doing 
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all it can to reduce the tension and increase the atmo- 
sphere of security in Karabakh. 


it Is Turkey's Right To Participate in the Peace Forces 


In reply to another question, Ataman said that Turkey, 
being a CSCE member country, has the right to partici- 
pate in the CSCE peace forces to be established in 
connection with the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. 


Pointing out that the importance of the active role 
Turkey will be playing in the solution of the dispute has 
been accepted by all countries, Ataman noted that the 
balancing role Turkey will be playing in this field can be 
appreciated by anyone able to make a cool headed 


judgment. 
The 70-Year Longing 


In reply to a question on Azerbaijan’s reaction to Arme- 
nian efforts for a rapprochement with Turkey, Ataman 
recalled that Turkey has been reunited with Azerbaijan 
after a 70-year longing. 


Ataman said: Is it possible for Turkey to betray the 
existing ties of brotherhood? He added: 


Turkey and Azerbaijan are a single nation and two states. 
Those who engage in criticism should, above all, cast 
sentimentality aside and accept this reality. As has been 
repeatedly stressed by our president, Turkey has and will 
never adopt a decision that will be detrimental to Azerba- 
ijan. 


Demirel Reassures Ataturkists About Secularism 


NC0203 182895 Istanbul YENI GUNAYDIN in Turkish 
22 Feb 95 p 13 


{[FBIS Translated Text] President Suleyman Demirel 
received delegations from the pharmaceutical industry 
and Ataturkist Thought Associations at the Cankaya 
presidential palace. 


In receiving the members of the Ataturkist Thought 
Association from Bartin, Demirel said in response to 
complaints about the anti-Ataturkist currents: “A free 
and secular Turkey cannot be relinquished. There is 
freedom in Turkey to disseminate belief and thought. 
There are various currents in every country. The state’s 
mechanisms go into action when these currents reach a 
criminal stage and this way they are neutralized. Let no 
one be alarmed. I regard concern to be natural, not 
alarming.” 


Indicating that the society and the state are strongly 
reacting to anti-Ataturk currents, President Demirel 
said: “I am Ataturk’s guardian here. But, | am not in a 
position to take a club in my hand and punish such 
currents. The state’s mechanism is working. The public 
prosecutors, government, and the parliament are doing 
their job.” 


In reply to the Association members’ complaints about 
the religious schools and Koranic courses, Demirel said: 
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“The religious schools belong to the state. The state will 
deal with undesirable developments there if such exist. 
Do not be upset, let no one be upset. If, however, you are 
saying that such schools should not exist, then there will 
be people who will come out in support of these schools. 
In which case we will be divided. Could a state ever 
undermine itself?” 


Yilmaz Calis Cetin ‘Trustworthy Interlocutor’ 


TA0203 184895 London Kanal-6 Television in Turkish 
1700 GMT 2 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} ANAP [Motherland Party] 
leader Mesut Yilmaz, who visited Republican People’s 
Party [RPP] leader Hikmet Cetin at RPP Headquarters, 
said that, in the event that a search for a new government 
will be launched, ANAP will also participate. 


Yilmaz visited Cetin at RPP headquarters this morning 
to congratulate Cetin for his new appointment and wish 
him a happy holiday. 


[Begin recording] [Yilmaz] Mr. Cetin was always a 
trustworthy political interlocutor for us with his bal- 
anced personality and conciliatory behavior. I think that 
Turkey is very lucky that Cetin was elected leader of the 
RPP during such a critical period in the Turkish political 
scene. 


Cetin, in turn, recalled that during the time he was 
foreign minister he had a close dialogue with Yilmaz. 


[Cetin] I would like to reiterate once more that we are 
ready to negotiate, hold a dialogue, and conciliate with 
Mr. Yilmaz in case the need arises to cooperate on the 
country’s problems and thus secure a healthier demo- 
cratic system. [end recording] 


Protection Requested for Tourist Agencies in 
Germany 

TA0203194095 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 2 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Turkey has called on the German 
Government and associated state authorities to take 
effective measures to prevent loss of life and damage to 


property in Turkish tourist agencies. 


The statement issued by the Foreign Ministry states that 
the severe attacks are organized actions, controlled by a 
single central authority. Recalling that the ERNK 
[National Liberation Front of Kurdistan] and [word 
indistinct] organizations, which are subsidiaries of the 
PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan], issued communi- 
ques saying they will attack tourist agencies which send 
tourists to Turkey, the statement notes that the issue has 
been referred to German authorities with a request for 
them to take the necessary measures. 


The Foreign Ministry statement noted: The warnings 
and initiatives we undertook with the German Govern- 
ment and associated state authorities through our repre- 
sentatives in Germany and Ankara during the initial 
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days of the attacks were speedily repeated. However, we 
regret that sufficient measures to prevent the attacks 
have not been taken in spite of our warnings. We are 
greatly concerned that the attacks will exacerbate and 
reach large scale dimensions. 


Involvement of Women in Islamic Movement Seen 


NC2502210095 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 21 Feb 95 p BI 


[Report by Orya Sultan Halisdemir] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The crowd is celebrating the 
success of the Welfare Parity (RP) after the March local 
elections in 1994. The streets of Istanbul are full of 
people who can easily be identified as pro-Islamic. 
Women, wrapped completely in black with only their 
eyes showing, make up a significant proportion of the 
crowd. Only suspicious looking eyes can be seen in the 
black sheets they wear. RP flags are waved in their 
covered hands. They shout for the party they support. 


Their part in the success of the RP cannot be underesti- 
mated. As much as the men of the RP and they deserve 
to celebrate its success just as much as the men. Why 
shouldn't they? They were the ones who organized 
hundreds of tea parties to gain the support of women and 
to propagate the party aims. They were the ones who 
went door to door to explain what their party would aim 
for, if it came to the municipalities. 


The women of RP, did not stop being active after the 
local election, however. The annual report issues by the 
RP, showed that its Women’s Commission in Istanbul 
spread their views to 2.5 million women in Istanbul in 
1994. The report highlighted that the Commission orga- 
nized 13,343 house visits, 22,032 coffee mornings, 3,877 
video sessions, 43 conferences and 93 theatre activities. 
They also provided health checks for women, organized 
146 wedding ceremonies, 95 protest meetings and 173 
picnics. During the year, 67,187 women joined the 
a bringing the total Istanbul membership to 
1,642,000. 


The use of women to gain legitimacy for political ideol- 
ogies is not a new phenomenon. Women have come to 
symbolize modernist reforms or national liberation 
movements, as much as Islamic movements. 


The position of women in Islam and in the Islamic 
political parties, however, has been subject of examina- 
tion for years. The question has come to the fore espe- 
cially after the Islamic revival in the world. 


The more active the RP women became, the more the 
arguments focused on one point; if the core idea of Islam 
is the subordination of women to men, which means that 
woman's place was in private life, while man’s was in 
public then how can the women of the pro-Islamic 
parties, not only in Turkey but in many Muslim coun- 
tries, be so active in propagating party politics? How can 
they behave outside the limits of Islam? Or briefly how 
do they justify their acts? 
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Many pro-Islamic men object to women working outside 
the home on the basis that their real task is to raise 
children and do domestic chores. The pro-Islamic 
women’s rejection of the idea is not on the basis that 
Islam does not insist on this concept, but they try to 
justify their working life within the limits of Islam. 

“If I can organize my working time, I can also perform 
my duties as a mother. | have my private dental clinic 
where I serve women clients. Because it is not a good 
thing to get close to male customers. But, of course my 
family comes first,” are the words of a pro-Islamic lady 
or “hanim”’!—this is what they call themselves. 


They try to assure the world that they will not abandon 
Islamic principles, working outside of their homes. They 
also try to strengthen their stand by attacking Western 
women—meaning Westernized secular women in 
Turkey too—“Westernized or Western women, look at 
women’s issues from the economic point of view. For 
them the aim is to gain financial independence. We just 
want to serve women. That is why we do not have any 
ambitions to be the best. We cannot be compared to 
Western women,” was the opinion expressed by another 
woman with a strong Islamic orientation. 


They criticize the individualism that is the aim of 
Western women and defend themselves as part of the 
collective Islamic movement. They say that women have 
independence and respect in Islam and do not have to 
work to prove themselves. 


Looking at it from this angle, women must be justifying 
their activity on behalf of the RP, as also serving the 
purpose of Islam. 


The issue of women in Islam also became a subject of 
debate when the leader of the Fethullah order, Fethullah 
Gulen said that veiling was not obligatory in Islam, and 
that the issue was in reality only minor significance. The 
RP, who felt confronted by moderate-looking Gethullah 
Hoca—he is called Hoca—objected and said that veiling 
was obligatory and the related verse in the Koran was 
quite clear on the subject. 

Veiling, which is described as the suppression of women 
by secular society, is defended by pro-Islamist women as 
protecting them from sexual harassment. 


For men, veiled women became a symbol of the RP 
propaganda, despite the claims of the pro-Islamist 
women that they choose to cover themselves of their own 
free will. The position of women in Islam will surely be 
subject of argument as long as it threatens the position of 
women who are supporters of secularism. 


TDN [Turkish Daily News—TDN] interviewed Leman 
Aksay, the Chairwoman of the RP’s Women’s Commis- 
sion about their vision of women and their part in 
politics. 

A beautiful young woman, she has a moderate vision of 
women and politics. She says she is against things like 
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virginity control. She believes that if a woman is quali- 
fied enough, she could be a minister in any possible 
future RP government. 


“I started to veil myself in 1983 when I started univer- 
sity. That year the ban on veils was issued. When I went 
to the door of Istanbul University I was told by a 
policemen to unveil or { would not be allowed into the 
school. I decided to have a half year off, because I could 
not unveil. This was against my principles and my 
beliefs. Then I returned to the university and all my 
friends were very helpful to me. Many did not consider 
my veil as political. They respected my decision and 
supported me,” said Aksay in her brief definition of her 
background. 


TDN-Why did you choose RP? Not other political 
parties? 


Aksay-I believed that RP is the party which has the 
solutions for the problems of the country. Turkey is 
experiencing terrible problems. RP is the party that 
provides the answers to these difficulties. Secularism is 
not applied in its real definition in Turkey. We support 
freedom of belief. However, RP is not a political party 
based on beliefs. It attracts those people who are 
believers and have faith in their religious beliefs. But this 
does not mean that RP’s core is the belief. 


TDN-What kind of activities does the commission organize? 


Aksay-We organize things like tea parties and confer- 
ences to talk to women. It is usually the municipalities 
that provide food and other basic things to people who 
are in need. But we also try to collect funds and dis- 
tribute them to people. 


TDN-Although you are saying that “belief” is not the 
basis of the party you belong to, it certainly recognizes 
the basic principles of Islam. Do you think that women 
are used as tools in Islam too, as in other political 


ideologies to gain legitimacy? 


Aksay-I have not enough knowledge about the position 
of women in Islam. I, personally, believe that whether I 
am a man or a women, it should be my obligation to 
participate in movements that aim to provide help to 
those who are in need. 


TDN-But do you believe that women have become to be 
used as a symbol of RP and the movement it represents? 


Aksay-It is not only the veiled women but also so-called 
“open” or “acik” women are members of RP. That is 
why we cannot really say that women are used as 
symbols. Of course what we want is the legitimizing of 
women's commissions within the political parties. 


TDN-Do you feel that you are not directed by the men of 
the party but ’«~e vour own authority in decisionmaking? 
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Aksay-If I answered this question, | would be tried for it, 
because of the 1982 Constitution. But women are 
respected by the men of the party and I believe we have 


a good position in the RP. 


TDN-Let us assume that RP won the election. Do you 
think that there would be a woman minister in the 
cabinet? 


Aksay-The issue is not about being a woman or a man. 
The qualified person should shoulder the job. If there is 
® women who is qualified enough to do the task, why 
not: 


TDN-Some scholars argue that despite the fact that the 
place of women in Islam is considered to be in private 
life, while the man’s place is in public life, the conditions 
of this century have changed this. What is your opinion? 
Aksay-Of course women are also the mothers. This is 
another one of their obligations. However, having chil- 
dren or being obliged to do the domestic work does not 
mean that women cannot work outside of their houses 
too. It is true that women are subject to public life as well 
as men now. I do not want to comment on the issue 
whether it is against Islam, because as I told you before, 
I am not a specialist on Islam. But the women of RP have 
no objection to it. 

TDN-How do you see feminism? 


Aksay-! found it inflexible with a strong hostility towards 
men. I would like to consider both genders as human 
beings. But we are against violation or discrimination 
towards women too. 
TDN-There was a debate a week ago about the newly 
issued discipline regulations in Secondary Education. 
Virginity control was at the core of the discussions. What 
did you think about the issue? 


Aksay-I do not approve of such things, like virginity 
control. These kind of things cannot be forced. Why 
girls, not boys? The issue of dishonesty or as it has 
became to be understood as being “unchaste” should not 
only apply to girls. This kind of division between the 
genders cannot be supported. 
TDN-There was another debate, this time relating to the 
position of women in Islam. Fethullah Gulen—or as he 
is called among his followers, Fethullah Hoca—said that 
veiling is not obligatory in Islam. What do you think of 
what he has said? 


Aksay-I think it is obligatory. The Koran says so. I 
believe this and I veil myself. 


TDN-Do you have members who wear miniskirts? 
Aksay-Yes we have. The party accepts every sori of 
people. 


TDN-How do you assess the position of women in 
Turkey? 
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Aksay-We like to see the problems in Turkey as being the 
problems of both genders. The economic difficulties 
Turkey has surely affected women who are responsible 
for the budget of the family. The problems in the 
Southeast, of course, affect the women too. But the point 
we focus on is that these are not only problems of women 
but also men. 


TDN-But don’t you believe that women are subject to 
more discrimination and suppression in the country 
than men in every situation? 


Aksay-To be subject to violation is one problem that 
women are facing. But not only women, but also men are 
affected by the problems the country faces. 


TDN-What do you think about those pro-Islamist 
women and men who wear expensive famous 
veils or scarves? Isn't this against the core idea of Islam? 


Aksay-We want people to live in good conditions. We are 
not against quality. But if you are eating good food when 
your neighbour is hungry, this is against Islam. 
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in foreign policy. 
TDN-Will all the women be forced to wear the veil if the 
RP comes to power? 


When she returned to Turkey she joined the RP in the 
belief that it is the only political party that can do 
something for the country. She believes that corruption 
and economic and political problems in the country will 
be solved by the RP. 
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